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Small Business Guide

T h e Small Business Guide is
broken into six sections, based on
your stage of business. Whether
you’re launching a new business,
managing an existing one, or
looking to expand, you’ll discover
valuable information and
resources here. The guide offers
essential details, links to important resources, and a clear outline of
the steps needed to start and run a business in Washington State.
The guide is available in multiple languages.

Grants for Small Businesses

Amber Grant for Women awards $10,000 monthly to women
entrepreneurs, with an additional $25,000 annual grant to one of the
monthly winners. ​ Application

https://www.business.wa.gov/site/alias__business/959/small-business-guide-pdf.aspx
https://www.business.wa.gov/site/alias__business/959/small-business-guide-pdf.aspx
https://ambergrantsforwomen.com/get-an-amber-grant/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=41fcb0ae-ea1a-4244-a6da-f1684c664054


The Freed Fellowship awards $500 monthly to small business
owners, with the potential for more funding. ​ Application

The Awesome Foundation awards $1,000 grants each month to
individuals and groups looking to fund various projects, including
startups and small businesses. ​ Application

Wish Local Empowerment Program offers on-going grants
ranging from $500 to $2,000 to support Black-owned businesses in
growing their operations. ​ Application

Wealth of Small Business Resources Available

NEW
Revenue-Based Financing Fund (RBF). It's a Pay-As-You-Earn
loan that works with the reality of running a small business. Instead
of fixed monthly payments, businesses repay based on what they
actually make. The Revenue-Based Financing Fund is an alternative
to a traditional bank loan, with repayments that are customized to
a business’s needs and tailored to the business’s net income.
It’s especially helpful for seasonal businesses, such as event
venues, florists, caterers and tourism-focused enterprise. Learn
more.

Small Business Flex Fund 2.
Are you a small business owner with fewer than 50 employees and
an annual revenue of less than $5 million? Are you looking to take
your business to the next level? We may have a great solution for
you — The Small Business Flex Fund 2. Learn more.

Food Biz Academy
Through the Food Biz Academy, Washington’s Small Business
Training & Education Center offers you a competitive advantage.
It’s FREE, and available online and on-demand 24/7! Food Biz
Academy just might help you whip up a recipe for success. Learn
more.

Web Academy
Your 24/7 Storefront: Build Lasting Customer Connections Online!
A website is like having a second storefront, one that is open 24/7. 

https://freedfellowship.com/grant
https://www.awesomefoundation.org/en
https://www.wish.com/local/empowerment?hide_login_modal=true
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fgrowamerica.org%252Fwashingtons-revenue-based-financing-fund%252F%2F1%2F01010196e9dd93a5-e687b0e7-65ce-401a-b78d-edf107738ee6-000000%2F4HNxKt3UrhhadNqrTjPEaFl6MRakMWd_xQ0KhCrclYc%3D405&data=05%7C02%7Cpdoherty%40monroewa.gov%7C5aa5d26eb80c4319e57108dd970557d6%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C638832771406588510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u12OZggy2hCf8AYzcqOJiLoShF45UxRoNyZx9q1fcn0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fsmallbusinessflexfund.org%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F2%2F01010195014e42be-4d70e89b-c37e-4b2a-a700-b73fdfa41df0-000000%2FLc4m7KUzb-Nxl3mn63t95lRT4XCnZQDkJ_kEd31e4cM%3D392&data=05%7C02%7Cpdoherty%40monroewa.gov%7C629207cb27b945ced47e08dd4c78f9a2%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C638750805115173028%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AEqGENJklXuGT7yGOJn2LDMFFMIBej%2FbPyMQnvEd9TY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fmystartup365.com%252Ftraining%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010195014e42be-4d70e89b-c37e-4b2a-a700-b73fdfa41df0-000000%2FpkEZtBly8RQFax7Y5B3MHav2cVafkQnh4a6piLDKkEQ%3D392&data=05%7C02%7Cpdoherty%40monroewa.gov%7C629207cb27b945ced47e08dd4c78f9a2%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C638750805115187237%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Glh0pe%2FrwOuLVsMAObSB0qxMJ%2F8gVDX%2BE2sEJPIthCE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fmystartup365.com%252Ftraining%252Ffood-biz-academy%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010195014e42be-4d70e89b-c37e-4b2a-a700-b73fdfa41df0-000000%2F17PB9nLOzGzc4V33z4jn-W8GKDWTbp54ghh9uOKAt7g%3D392&data=05%7C02%7Cpdoherty%40monroewa.gov%7C629207cb27b945ced47e08dd4c78f9a2%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C638750805115199967%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FYiwE0K9l41krGaR8NCVNnRdvRbTTI%2B%2Bb0A8X6Osodw%3D&reserved=0


With a well-designed online presence, you can build deeper
relationships with your customers. Check out the listing of FREE
online on-demand training, including Web Academy.

Partners In Exporting 2025 Series
The Export Finance Assistance Center of Washington (EFACW)
provides tailored export training programs developed through
strategic partnerships, led by nationally recognized experts in export
and international trade. Learn more.

WA Small Business Development Center FREE
Training Events for Small Business Owners

LIVE
Accounting Basics and the Importance of Accounting to
Your Business, July 10, 1pm to 2pm

NUMEROUS ON-DEMAND SESSIONS

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fmystartup365.com%252Ftraining%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F2%2F01010195014e42be-4d70e89b-c37e-4b2a-a700-b73fdfa41df0-000000%2FJ1FMXfBJ50ujOXhhGJHQKEw-7M11mFLNYhv44m3s-mY%3D392&data=05%7C02%7Cpdoherty%40monroewa.gov%7C629207cb27b945ced47e08dd4c78f9a2%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C638750805115584025%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3JLm2cwiQfrWeZ1tV1lPhrj7dqVFzuOI1oFp3%2BMG1%2Bk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fefacw.org%252Fevents%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010195014e42be-4d70e89b-c37e-4b2a-a700-b73fdfa41df0-000000%2FG26o9s_Rvtv9cu8ERSGlK0vaGGIQzXtInaZ7aGQeOVk%3D392&data=05%7C02%7Cpdoherty%40monroewa.gov%7C629207cb27b945ced47e08dd4c78f9a2%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C638750805115612669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oEFLpk95L6PZiG97FJK6NUbfM%2F1n06oOXd3mhGVmKwQ%3D&reserved=0
https://wsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/99272708
https://wsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events?


Evergreen BizLink Resource Navigator

The Evergreen BizLink Resource Navigator will connect you and
your business with nonprofit resources in your area to help you grow
and thrive. Use the search tool on their website to search for
customized resources by location, area of assistance, business
stage, business type, industry, demographics, and key words.

For more information or to get started, check out: 
EvergreenBizLink.com

FREE training Sessions on Expanding Your
Business through Exporting

Logistics and Payments for Global Markets, July 2, 1pm to
2pm

https://evergreenbizlink.com/
https://wsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/99272693


New Rules For Businesses That Use or Sell
Refrigerants

Stay compliant, protect the climate - navigate new refrigerant rules
with ease!

Washington is phasing out certain refrigerants that harm the climate.
If your business sells, installs, or works on air conditioners or
refrigeration equipment, new state rules apply to you. Also, if you
own equipment that uses 50 pounds or more of climate-polluting
refrigerant, you may need to register and report under the
Refrigerant Management Program (WAC 173-443).

Visit Ecology’s Refrigerant Management Program webpage to see
how the rule affects you. Our webpage includes reporting deadlines,
step-by-step guides, and weekly drop-in office hours to answer your
questions. Keep informed about HFC regulations by joining our
email list. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fapp.leg.wa.gov%252Fwac%252Fdefault.aspx%253Fcite%3D173-443-040%2526utm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019765d546bd-fd42025c-7ae9-4b32-8399-27972534539f-000000%2FZs8C_DQ0aR0B2sQK6Zqa8Yu5CvsjWL432S6FoqohK-4%3D409&data=05%7C02%7Cpdoherty%40monroewa.gov%7C476bb27f30ff42812e1408dda9efd37e%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C638853570807489338%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KzVOLnu3Wif99KcrMCh392SSC3iCi5SyuuEsbBrnfVo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fecology.wa.gov%252Fair-climate%252Freducing-greenhouse-gas-emissions%252Fhydrofluorocarbons%252Frefrigerant-management-program%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019765d546bd-fd42025c-7ae9-4b32-8399-27972534539f-000000%2FgkF8j-YQbfGebblAGEjoD2zHn2Jn2wtoB_KoHEFtj4k%3D409&data=05%7C02%7Cpdoherty%40monroewa.gov%7C476bb27f30ff42812e1408dda9efd37e%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C638853570807502491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ggdaS7rxwU6PGjGY3KK5AJx3gauHueBxWvfeieXZnlM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fpublic.govdelivery.com%252Faccounts%252FWAECY%252Fsubscriber%252Fnew%253Ftopic_id%3DWAECY_96%2F1%2F0101019765d546bd-fd42025c-7ae9-4b32-8399-27972534539f-000000%2F8CnfVRIqJHcusltvyF69qeKMEq37gS8foFguC4QRAAo%3D409&data=05%7C02%7Cpdoherty%40monroewa.gov%7C476bb27f30ff42812e1408dda9efd37e%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C638853570807515599%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0T0682s6gpHgKGvADYC6kHSPeucjbThjc8a07RZ5b68%3D&reserved=0


Online Storm Drain Awareness Survey

The City is gauging community awareness about caring for storm
drains in Monroe. Take a quick, confidential survey sponsored by
our Environmental Services Division and help us understand what
you know about storm drains. The survey closes July 18, 2025. To
learn more or if you have a question or concern about
stormwater quality, contact April Hardy, Environmental Program
Analyst, Public Works Department, at ahardy@monroewa.gov or
360-794-6100.

http://surveymonkey.com/r/StormDrainAwareness
mailto:ahardy@monroewa.gov


Adopt-a-Planter on Main Street

Join other adopters and sponsor a planter on Main Street to ensure
flowers, greenery, and seasonal color in our Historic Downtown
Monroe. Thanks go out to the following "early adopters":

A Different Path
Better Built Masonry
SugarBelle Photography
Garden In Situ
Monroe Chevron
Monroe Laundry
Fairway Mortgage
EC Gardens
Dianne and Richard Forth
Tualco Grange
Indigo Law PLLC
Cheri Hurst
Adkinson Estates Adult Family Home
Ink It Your Way
In Memory of Barbara "Grandma B" Rose
Consolidated Services, Inc.
In Memory of Kathleen Sather
EvergreenHealth Monroe
Route 2 Taproom



In Memory of Lucille, Carol, and Gayle Hurst
Mayor Geoffrey Thomas

Sign up soon - there are 8 planters left for "adoption"! To
sponsor, send a check for $100 to: City of Monroe, Parks & Rec.
Dept., ATTN: Shelley Rowe, 806 W. Main St, Monroe 98272.
Questions? Email Economic Development Coordinator Patrick
Doherty at pdoherty@monroewa.gov

Useful Guide for
Dealing with Retail
Crime and Safety

The Washington Retail
Association has compiled a
u s e f u l Guide to Navigating
Public Safety & Retail Crime.

Peruse the Guide!

Main Street America Offers Small Business
Digital Strategies to Grow Your Business

Numerous on-demand training sessions are available on topics
related to digital presence, marketing, online sales, analytics,
website, and much more. Visit Main Street America's digital
training webpage.

https://washingtonretail.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Guide_to_Navigating_Public_Safety_and_Retail_Crime_v.7.0.6.WEB-2.pdf
https://mainstreet.org/resources/small-biz-digital-trainers


Monthly Business Profiles
- Downtown Monroe -

Monroe Floral

Jennifer Wirt has owned
and operated this lovely
floral shop at 215 S. Lewis
Street over the past 14
years, having taken over a
business that graced
Monroe since 1941. A
family- and locally owned
business, Monroe Floral
offers far more than
standard flowers and
plants.

Jennifer and her three
friendly, helpful staff
provide consultations on
just the right floral
arrangement for every
occasion. What's more,
Monroe Floral offers décor
items, indoor plants, local
honey, fragrant olive oils
and balsamic vinegars.

And to top that off, Jennifer
offers delectable choco-
lates and truffles from

Northwest
Differential

Just next door, at 211 S.
Lewis, local resident Dan
LaFleur has owned and
operated Northwest
Differential since 2018,
having moved the business
that started in October
1988 in Kirkland.

The building housing both
Northwest Differential and
Monroe Floral was
originally a Ford dealership
from the 1930s!

Dan diagnoses and
overhauls differentials in
both domestic and import
vehicles of 1 ton in size on
d o w n . His differential-
friendly tip: check and
maintain your vehicles
fluids every 25-30,000
miles. You can inquire at



Spokandy and Sweet Shop
USA.

Jennifer has been active
with other nearby
merchants in promoting
Downtown Monroe and
played host to this spring's
first-annual Downtown
Flower Crawl.

Check out the Monroe
Floral website for all your
floral needs.

your dealership or
mechanic's shop. Dan and
his family have been active
in Evergreen Speedway
events, with his daughter
having raced cars herself
until recently.

Stop by and say hi to Dan -
even if your differential is
doing OK!

No matter what phase your
business is in -- from starting
up or growing, to down-sizing --
t h e Small Business Guide,
created by the State
Commerce Department, is an
invaluable resource for your
business. 

​The Guide covers: 

Planning -- Start-Up
Payroll -- Opening
Management -- Growth
Closure -- Loan Programs
And more

The State also offers an array
of knowledgeable Small
Business Liaisons who can
help you with specialized
resources and information.

P lus , FREE workshops are
available, providing essential

Owning a business is
both exciting and
intimidating.

If you’re looking for local
resources, free business
templates, e-guides,
check-lists, and other
helpful resources for
starting or growing your
enterprise, SCORE
Greater Seattle is your
destination. SCORE's
mentors can assist in
putting your ideas into
action.

Tools and resources to
help your small business
grow - SCORE

https://www.monroefloral.com/
https://www.business.wa.gov/site/alias__business/877/Small-Business-Guide--Plan.aspx
https://www.business.wa.gov/site/alias__business/877/Small-Business-Guide--Plan.aspx
http://www.oria.wa.gov/Portals/_oria/VersionedDocuments/Business_Publications/sbl_flyer.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmJ1c2luZXNzLndhLmdvdi9zaXRlL2FsaWFzX19idXNpbmVzcy8xNTYwL3NicnIuYXNweD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMTExLjg4Mzk1ODUxIn0.0AymUxUAEp9to0S9XkPj5ndPWQF2dnQCw3udbrx8z-c%2Fs%2F3087957103%2Fbr%2F234819846729-l&data=05%7C02%7Cpdoherty%40monroewa.gov%7C4448e876c07b4ed2b43508dc12ea4b69%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C638406044761198365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kGlTEaECYLHD8Kj4tIr86Y8%2BtEWKFs2ANlYWE6sMEFY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.score.org/seattle/local-resources


information and resources to
help start and grow your
business.

Membership in the Chamber brings many advantages for
member business. It may include networking opportunities,
member benefits and discounts, business support and advice,
and the chance to have your views represented at county,
state, and national levels through the Chamber’s on-going
lobbying activity. Learn more.

Upcoming Events

Monday Morning Mingle - Last Monday of each month,
8:30am - 9:30am, July 28, Monroe Coffee Company, 408 W.
Main St.

Music in the Park. Cocktail Garden opens 6pm. Live shows
7pm - 8:30pm, July 11, 18 & 25.

Monroe Farmers Market - Wednesday afternoons through
September, 3pm - 7pm.

And more...

More information and events here

Monroe Listens
Report Your Issue!

The City offers a direct and easy way to
send your questions, concerns,

http://monroechamberofcommerce.wildapricot.org
https://choosemonroe.com/


requests, and compliments directly to
the City staff person who can help you.
Potholes, graffiti, fallen tree limbs,
drainage problems, etc. Please let us
know at Monroe Listens.

MAYOR

Geoffrey Thomas

Have a question or comment for Mayor Thomas?
Contact him at GThomas@MonroeWA.gov

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
 

Councilmember
Kevin Hanford

Councilmember
​Jacob Walker

Councilmember
Jason Gamble

 

https://clients.comcate.com/newrequest.php?id=78
mailto:GThomas@MonroeWA.gov


Councilmember
Kirk Scarboro

Councilmember
Heather Fulcher

Councilmember
Tami Beaumont

Councilmember
Kyle Fisher

Have a question or comment for your Councilmembers?
​Contact them at Councilmembers@MonroeWA.gov

Council
Agendas/Minutes

 
      

 

City of Monroe | (360) 794-7400 | 806 West Main Street | Monroe, WA 98272 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

mailto:councilmembers@monroewa.gov
https://monroewa.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingTypeList.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MonroeWaGov/
https://www.instagram.com/cityofmonroewashington/
https://www.youtube.com/@MonroeWA
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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