


WHAT’S THE NEED?



Parks Maintenance Services

• Parks maintenance staff at 
reduced levels since recession

• Expanded parks system

• Increased visitors, 
reservations and events at 
parks

• Deferred maintenance; aging 
play structures
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Parks Maintenance Services
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• 17 park & open space sites 
• 288 acres
• 14 miles of trails
• 160,000+ square feet of median strips 

• 12 playgrounds

• 12 athletic fields

• 9 grass open fields

• 14 sports courts



Public Safety Services

• Increased demand for 
nuisance enforcement, 
animal control & outreach

• Addressed by Community 
Services Officer(s)

• Monthly average 
complaints

• 65 parking
• 35 animal control
• 10 abandoned vehicle 
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Public Safety Services
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• Staffing study recommendation to improve 
community-oriented policing

• Animal control, parking & abandoned vehicle 
enforcement 

• 1 Community Services Officers (CSO) 
permanently funded

• Funding for 2nd CSO ends 2024



Public Safety Services
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• Levy funding 
• Covers patrol shifts
• Reduces overtime
• Provides greater flexibility in 

staffing
• Expands regional law 

enforcement connections 
• Decreases officer stress



Why a levy lid lift for Monroe?

• Mayor & City Council 
responsive to 
community priorities

• Inflation impacts 
operations costs

• Property tax and sales 
tax are not keeping 
pace with inflation
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Beginning Fund 
Balance
24.42%

Taxes 
16.31%

Licenses & Permits 
0.79%

Inter- governmental 
3.76%

Charges for Services 
28.05%

Fines & Forfeits 
0.06%

Debt Proceeds 
18.63%

Interest & Other 
2.09%

Transfers In 
5.90%

REVENUE SOURCES - ALL FUNDS



Key Facts: Proposition 1

• Addresses community priorities 
for quality parks, recreation, and 
public safety 

• Placed on Nov. 5, 2024, General 
Election ballot

• Exempts qualifying low-income 
seniors, disabled veterans, and 
others with disabilities

• Levy lid lift requires simple 
majority vote
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Key Facts: Proposition 1

• State law limits levy increases to 
1% per year unless voters approve 
a levy “lift”

• Sets Monroe’s levy rate at 
$1.08/$1,000 AV

• Increases current levy rate by 
$0.22/$1,000 Assessed Value (AV)

• Costs average homeowner an 
additional $10.84/month paid to 
the City
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If Proposition 1 is approved

• Restores parks 
maintenance 
staff levels 

• Addresses 
current service 
demands
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If Proposition 1 is approved

• Funds a second 
Community Services 
Officer

• 7 days/week coverage
• Neighborhood & 

business crime 
prevention programs 

• Funds a public safety 
position in the Police 
Department

MonroeWA.gov



If Proposition 1 is not approved

Parks Services
• Reduced/deferred maintenance

• Less sports field and facility 
reservations

• Less events at parks

• Delayed future parkland 
purchase and development 
delayed
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Police Services
• 5-day schedule for Community 

Services Officer (1 FTE)
• Reduced response times for 

animal control and nuisance 
investigations

• Limited parking and abandoned 
vehicle enforcement

• Less community event 
involvement



Property Taxes 101

• Property owners pay 
taxes to several taxing 
districts 

• Property taxes are 
stable revenue source 
for city operations

Monroe School 
District
$1,355

Washington 
State

$1,385

City of 
Monroe

$531

Snohomish
Regional

Fire & Rescue
$959

Snohomish 
County 
$311

Sno-Isle 
Libraries

$203

Public 
Hospital

$106

Taxes paid on a $615,000 home
$.864 levy rate x $615 = $531.36MonroeWA.gov

MF0

DK1



Monroe property 
owner:
For every $1.00 
paid on your total 
property tax bill,

11 cents

goes to the City 
of Monroe.
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Monroe’s Levy Rate

• Monroe’s current levy rate 
has declined from 
$1.46/$1,000 AV to  
$0.86/$1,000 AV

• $1.08/$1,000 AV is less 
than rate paid in 2013

• Monroe’s maximum allowed
levy rate is $1.60/$1,000 AV
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Stay Engaged

City Council 
• Public comment Council Meetings 

• 7 p.m. on Tuesdays at 
School Administration Building

• Public comment period (3 minutes 
per speaker)

• CouncilMembers@monroewa.gov
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City Staff
• Deborah Knight

City Administrator 

• dknight@monroewa.gov

• 360-913-0875



Stay Informed

Website
• MonroeWA.gov

Facebook
• @MonroeWAGov
• @MonroeWAPolice

Contact us
• 360-794-7400
• cityclerk@monroewa.gov
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Community events
• Talk with city staff 

Presentations upon 
request

• Community 
organizations

• Neighborhood 
associations


