HOUSING ACTION PLAN - KEY FINDINGS AND TABLE OF CONTENTS
RECOMMENDATIONS

HOUSING POLICY ANALYSIS

The project team completed an analysis of Monroe’s current policies that relate to
housing. The city’s comprehensive plan includes housing-related policies under several
different goals that are supported by the plan’s housing chapter. Appendix 2 contains
an analysis table of the city’s housing policies.

Many of the actions identified in this plan are are already supported by existing policy.
For example:

e P.002 calls for code enforcement programs and ongoing repair and
maintenance of buildings.

e P.036 calls for preservation of open space through density bonuses.

e P.093 calls for maintenance and revitalization of older housing to stabilize and
beautify existing neighborhoods. This can help prevent displacement of current
residents of existing housing that is more affordable.

e Various policies, including P.076, P.096, and P.116, call for higher density
residential development in strategic locations. (The latter also includes increased
building heights.) This could include various forms of missing middle housing.

There are several ways in which policies could be added or revised to clarify support for
the actions and recommendations in this plan, including:

o Create a policy supporting the city adopting the Multi-Family Tax Exemption
(MFTE) to incentivize affordable housing construction.

e Add a housing policy that specifically distinguishes missing middle housing from
other forms of multi-family housing.

e Clarify in the housing chapter what the city means by “workforce housing” and
modify existing, or create new, affordable housing policies that specifically
target the income ranges most in need of more affordable housing.

¢ Modify or clarify policies that deal with mixed-use development to allow
residential uses on the ground floor as long as new construction could allow
conversion to commercial uses at a later date.

Lastly, the City will be updating its comprehensive plan by June 2024. Part of this
process will include a review to ensure city policies are consistent with State Law and
countywide planning policies.



Comprehensive Plan Policy Summary — City of Monroe
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P.112

Coordinate with
non-profit
agencies and
other groups
providing low to
moderate
income housing.

P.113

Promote
development of
affordable
housing.
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Promote housing
design and
construction that
enhances
community
image and
fosters
compatibility
with surrounding
development.
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Allow increased
building heights
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Downtown and
Al Borlin
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Allow the
development of
Work/Live units
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areas and
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of smaller-sized
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including
cottage housing,
manufactured
home parks, or
other types
where
compatible with
surrounding
neighborhoods.
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development of
housing for
special needs
populations that
may include the
following:

- integration of
universal design
standards to
assist elderly and
other special
needs
populations to
stay in their
homes;

- coordination of
housing and
service providers
in serving special
needs
populations; and
- promoting the
development of
ongoing
operations of
supportive
housing with
appropriate
services for
people with
special needs
throughout the
county and
region.
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