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Water is a life-essential 

resource yet, at less than a 

penny a gallon, it costs very 

little compared to its value. 

 

The City of Monroe prides 

itself on distributing world 

class water services. From 

system maintenance and 

storage, to distributing water 

to your tap, we continually 

strive to be stewards of this 

precious resource. This ensures 

high-quality water and service 

for years to come. 

 

As this year’s Drinking Water 

Quality Report shows, safe, 

clean, great-tasting water takes 

a team effort from source to tap.   
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FROM SPADA TO YOU: 

  

Clean, safe drinking water delivered to your tap 
 

   

Your drinking water comes from Spada Lake Reservoir, located about 25 miles 

north-east of Monroe at the headwaters of the Sultan River. This 50-billion-

gallon storage facility serves as a collection point for rain and snowmelt from 

the Cascade Mountains. It was created in 1964 through a partnership between 

the City of Everett and the Snohomish County PUD as part of the Jackson 

Hydroelectric Project. 

 

Spada Lake Reservoir is located in the Upper Sultan River Watershed, an area 

encompassing more than 80 square miles. This is one of the wettest watersheds 

in the continental United States. The average annual rainfall is about 165 inches-

five times the rainfall of Monroe. 

 

Water quality in the Sultan basin is carefully monitored. To protect the naturally 

pristine water in Spada Lake Reservoir, the watershed is patrolled and human 

activities are limited to minimize the impact on water quality. We continue to 

evaluate and adjust our security measures on an ongoing basis. 

 

ENSURING AN ADAQUATE SUPPLY 
The City of Monroe partners with the City of Everett who provides water to the 

majority of water systems in Snohomish County and administers a regional 

water conservation program. The program is planned and developed with the 

water systems served, and funded from water system revenues. More that $7.7 

million has been invested in regional water conservation since 2001. This 

includes such activites as school education, conservation kits, rebates for 

efficient appliances, leak detection, business audits, and school irrigation audits 

  

 

Quick Facts: 

 Water savings of over 3.5 million gallons 

per day.  

 In 2019 

- Water conservation workshops were 

conducted in classrooms throughout 

Snohomish County. 

- Over 18,000 Students reached 

- 2,400+  Indoor conservation kits 

- 2,900+ Outdoor conservation kits 
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   YOUR DRINKING WATER FACTS AND FIGURES 
 

All water sources (both tap water and bottled water) contain 

impurities. As water flows over the surface of the land or through 

the ground, it dissolves naturally occuring minerals and, in some 

cases, radioactive material and can pick up substances resulting 

from the presence of animals or from human activity. Contaminents 

that may be present in source water include: 

 

 Microbial contaminents such as viruses and bacteria, which 

may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, 

agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife. 

 

 Inorganic contaminents, such as salts and metals, which 

can be naturally occuring or result from urban surface 

water, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil 

and gas production, mining, or farming. 

 

 Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety 

of sources such as agriculture, urban surface water and 

residential uses. 

 

 Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and 

volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of 

industrial processes and petroleum, and may also come 

from gas stations, urban stromwater runoff and septic 

systems. 

 

 Radioactive contaminents, which can be naturally occuring 

or be the result of oil and gas production and mining 

activities. 

 

 

 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the US 

Enviromental Protection Agency (EPA) perscribes 

regualtions which limit the amount of certain 

contaminents in water provided by public water systems. 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations 

establish limits for contaminents in bottled water which 

must provide the same protection for public health. 

 

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably 

be expected to contain at least small amounts of some 

contaminants. The presence of contaminents does not 

necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More 

information about contaminants and potential health 

effects can be obtained by calling the Enviromental 

Protection Agency Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-

426-4791. 

 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminents in 

drinking water than the general population. Immuno-

compromied people, such as people with cancer 

undergoing chemotherapy, people who have undergone 

organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other 

immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can 

be particullary at risk from infections. These people 

should seek advice about drinking water from their health 

care providers. Enviromental Protection Agency and US 

Center for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines on 

appropriate means to lessen risk of infection by 

Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are 

available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-

426-4791. 

 

 

THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS ARE REQUIRED BY THE US ENVIROMENTAL PROTECTIONAGENCY 

City of Monroe Water Quality Office:  

360.863.4515 or 360.863.4616 

www.monroewa.gov/301/Drinking-Water 

State Department of Health: 

 1.800.521.0323   

www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/dw/ 

US Envriomental Protection Agency: 

 1.800.426.4791  

 www.epa.gov/safewater 

 

 

To get involved: 

In decisions affecting your drinking water attend and 

comment at Monroe City Council meeting every 

Tuesday in the Council Chambers at 806 West Main St. 

Meeting begin at 7:00pm and run the first through the 

fourth Tuesdays of the month. Agendas are available 

on the City’s Website at www.monroewa.gov 

 

City of Monroe Elected Officials: 

Mayor: Geoffrey Thomas 

City Council: Kevin Hanford, Patsy Cudaback, Jeff 

Rasmussen, Heather Rousey, Ed Davis, Jason 

Gamble, Kirk Scarboro 
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