
 

 
City of Monroe, Washington             November 2025 
Parks and Recreation Department 
 
 

Mission 
Prote c ting  and  e nhancing  the  na tura l b e auty of Monroe  throug h the  d e ve lop m e nt of a  vib rant 

syste m  of p arks , op e n sp ace , and  tra ils . Provid ing  re sid e nts  of a ll ag e ’s  p ositive  op p ortunitie s  for 
re cre a tion and  soc ia l g a the ring  in cle an, sa fe , acce ssib le , and  inclusive  fac ilitie s  and  g re e n 

sp ace s . Enhancing  he alth, q ua lity of living , and  the  natura l e nvironm e nt for p re se nt and  future  
g e ne rations. 

  
 

Department Update 
Operations 

During  Nove m b e r, the  Parks  De p artm e nt wrap p e d  up  a  lot 
of g re a t work. 
O ne  of the  b ig g e st e fforts  was g e tting  20 ne w Kousa  
d og wood  tre e s p lante d  a long  the  e ast s id e  tra il a t Lake  
Tye . It took an all-out te am  e ffort, and  the  tre e s look re a lly 

g ood  out the re . 

Since  we ’re  g e tting  
c lose  to C hristm as, 
the  c re w a lso se t up  
a ll the  holid ay 
d e corations 
throug hout the  c ity. 
We  wrap p e d  up  the  
m onth with the  Lig ht 
Up  Monroe  e ve nt on 
Nove m b e r 30th, which had  a  hug e  turnout and  the  
com m unity re a lly se e m e d  to e njoy it. 

Along sid e  a ll tha t, the  te am  staye d  on top  of our re g ular work 
such as le af c le anup , we e d ing  b e d s, m owing , and  b lowing  
tra ils and  hard  surface s. We  a lso hand le d  som e  m inor storm  
c le anup , took care  of a  fe w vand alism  issue s , and  com p le te d  
tra il and  p layg round  insp e c tions. 

. 
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(C re w p re p p ing  the  holid ay d e cora tions) 

 
November Events 
 
Lig h t Up  Mon roe  Eve n t 
Sund ay, Nove m b e r 30 the  com m unity cam e  tog e the r for a  b risk, b ut c le ar, Lig ht Up  Monroe  e ve nt. 
Ne w this  ye ar-Jum p  Rattle  and  Roll p rovid e d  a  snow m achine  which was a  hit am ong st a tte nd e e s. 
Re turning  ac tivitie s  that a re  a lways p op ular includ e  p hotos with Santa  and  Mrs. C laus, and  fre e  hot 
cocoa! Thank you the  e ve nt’s  sp onsors  for m aking  this  ye t 

anothe r am azing  ye ar: 
Eve rg re e nHe alth 

Monroe , Ind ulg e  Sa lon 
and  Sp a , Ink It Your 
Way, C hurch of Maltb y 
Monroe , Big  He art Big  
Sm ile  Found ation, 
Monroe  Fire p lace , 
Sp e e d way C he vrole t, 
and  Sarah Sp e e rs 
Farm e rs  Ag e ncy. 
Place r.a i a tte nd ance  
e stim ate : 1,300 
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Volunteer Opportunities 
 
If you a re  inte re ste d  in volunte e ring  for the  C ity of Monroe , p le ase  contac t our Parks  and  Re cre a tion 
Ad m in Assis tant a t 360-863-4559 or s ig n up  for notifications a t b it.ly/3uLsNjW. Visit the  C ity’s 
we b site  a t Monroe WA.g ov for m ore  inform ation. 
 
Park Board 
 
The  Monroe  Park Board  m e t on Thursd ay, Nove m b e r 20, 2025 and  was p re se nte d  with the  2025 
Hum an Se rvice s  C om m unity Ne e d s Asse ssm e nt as  we ll as  the  Fe stiva l Lot re com m e nd ation to 
C ity C ouncil and  an ove rvie w of the  He ritag e  Tre e  Prog ram . 
 
The  De ce m b e r m e e ting  has  b e e n cance lle d . The  ne xt sche d ule d  Park Board  m e e ting  is  Thursd ay, 
January 15, 2026 a t 7 p .m . The  Park Board  curre ntly has  two vacanc ie s . 

 
 
City Parks Unmarked Trails Inspections 
 
In 2017, a  we e kly m ainte nance  m onitoring  e m p hasis  b y p ark s ta ff was initia te d  on unm arke d  tra ils 
a t Al Borlin and  Sky Rive r Parks to id e ntify and  re solve , in  coop e ration with our Police  De p artm e nt, 
any unlawful e ncam p m e nts  that m ay b e  occurring  in C ity p arks . Attache d  is  the  com p re he nsive  
d a ta  from  2023 to the  p re se nt. The  following  is a  sum m ary of d a ta  for the  p ast m onth. 
 
Loca tion s : Al Bor lin  Pa rk , a n d  Sky  Rive r  Pa rk  Tra ils  
 

Date Total Labor 
Hours 

Number of Bags of 
Litter Collected 

Notes 

11/7 3.5 11 

 
Al Borlin  Park – Insp e c tions 
Sky Rive r Park – Insp e c tions  

 

11/25 6 8 

 
Al Borlin  Park – Insp e c tions 
Sky Rive r Park – Insp e c tions  

 
   Se e  a ttache d  Parks Hom e le ss Re sp onse  Da ta  2023 - 2025 

 

https://bit.ly/3uLsNjW?fbclid=IwAR1t5wtQczTDcgDxHx3RJZBhEHzT5y9EAMf_D6zNObIS1L1ciB7NpFsSGOA
http://www.monroewa.gov/


 

MONROE PARK BOARD 
Park Board Meeting 

Thursday, November 20, 2025, 7:00 PM 
Hybrid: Zoom Online Meeting Platform & In-

Person at the Monroe City Hall at 806 West Main 
Street 

  
MINUTES 

Park Board Members: 
Lisa Brown, Chair 

Ryan Olson, Vice Chair 
Hayley Hanford, Member 

Abdul Salama, Member 
Katie Kohler, Member 

Vacant, Member 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
  

Chairperson Olson called the Park Board meeting to order at 7:06pm, hybrid via 
Zoom and in-person in the Council Chambers at 806 W. Main St. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 
   
  [ X ] Ryan Olson                Co-Chairperson 

[ X ] Katie Kohler Board Member 
[ X ] Abdul Salama Board Member 
[    ] Vacant Board Member 
[    ] Vacant Board Member 
[ X ] Hayley Hanford Board Member 
[    ] Lisa Brown Chairperson 

 
 
Board Member Brown was not in attendance. 
 

 
3. ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS 
   
 3.1. 2025 Human Services Community Needs Assessment - Katelyn Harrigan 

 
Katelyn Harrison presented the results of the Human Services Community 
Needs Assessment. 
  

 3.2. Budget Adjustment - Deborah Knight 
 
Deborah Knight presented the adjustments to the 2026 budget. 
 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   
 4.1. Motion was made by Board Member Kohler, seconded by Board Member 

Salama, to approve the October 16, 2025 Meeting Minutes. Motion carried 4-0. 
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Park Board 
November 20, 2025 

 
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
  
 
6. OLD BUSINESS 
   
 6.1. Festival Lot Recommendation to City Council - Kevin Teague 

 
Kevin Teague presented recommendations for the Festival Lot Project. 
  

 6.2. Heritage Tree Program - Kevin Teague 
 
Kevin Teague reviewed the Heritage Tree Program. 
 

 
7. STAFF/BOARD DISCUSSION 
   
 7.1. Parks Department Report - Kevin Teague 

 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
   
 8.1. Board Members cancelled December 18, 2025. The next meeting is scheduled 

for January 15, 2026. 
  
  

 8.2. There being no further business, and no objections, Chairperson Olson 
adjourned the meeting at 8:41pm. 
 

 

Chairperson 
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Parks Homeless Response Data 2025 - edited

Labor 

Hours YTD

Bags of Litter 

Removed YTD

Camps 

Removed YTD

Jan-25 12 5 1

Feb-25 13.5 20 1

Mar-25 5 18 3

Apr-25 11 18 0

May-25 3 8 1

Jun-25 6 8 2

Jul-25 19.5 32 2

Aug-25 8 10 0

Sep-25 6 27 4

Oct-25 2 7 0

Nov-25 9.5 19 0

Dec-25

Total 2025 95.5 172 14

Labor 

Hours YTD

Bags of Litter 

Removed YTD

Camps 

Removed YTD

Jan-24 7.5 0 0

Feb-24 23.5 22.5 0

Mar-24 10 15 0

Apr-24 9.5 14 1

May-24 7 8 2

Jun-24 16 8 2

Jul-24 5.5 2 1

Aug-24 16.5 12 9

Sep-24 12.5 40 1

Oct-24 16 30 4

Nov-24 0* 0* 0*

Dec-24 21.5 9 2

Total 2024 145.5 160.5 22

Labor 

Hours YTD

Bags of Litter 

Removed YTD

Camps 

Removed YTD

Jan-23 23 18 3

Feb-23 28.75 25 4

Mar-23 11 6 0

Apr-23 28.5 15 1

May-23 7 0 0

Jun-23 6.5 9 0

Jul-23 11 12 3

Aug-23 17.5 27 0

Sep-23 8 4 0

Oct-23 12.5 1 2

Nov-23 8.75 4 0

Dec-23 34 34 4

Total 2023 196.5 155 17

2019-2022 data is shown only on the graphs. If you would like the full data breakdown, please reach out to Shelley Rowe srowe@monroewa.gov

Note: * No trail inspections due to storm event and training
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