
 

MONROE THIS WEEK
October 31, 2025

At Tuesday's Council Meeting, I issued a proclamation
recognizing the week of November 2-8, 2025 as Police
and Fire Appreciation Week. The professionals of the
Monroe Police Department and Snohomish Regional
Fire & Rescue are devoted public servants who risk
their lives to ensure Monroe is a safe place for all to
live, work, and play. I invite the community to join me in
thanking and showing appreciation for all our public
safety personnel who serve Monroe.

Thank you for reading Monroe This Week. This week's
edition features:

Republic Services - Service Credits
Utility Rates
Cold Weather Shelter Program
November Food Drive and Food Resources

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=3377efb7-89d3-408c-a2ae-2d6f1949d1f5


Please reach out to me with what may be on your mind about and for
Monroe. I can be contacted at GThomas@MonroeWA.gov.

Yours In Service,

Mayor Geoffrey Thomas 

NOTICE TO RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS: JULY 2025
SERVICE CREDITS ISSUED

Residential customers of Republic
Services will see credits applied to their
October 31, 2025, invoice. These
credits are being issued as
reimbursement for service disruptions
caused by the labor strike in July.
The credits include:
 

A two-week customer service
credit for missed garbage
collections. 
A two-week customer service
credit for missed recycling service
(applies only to recycling
subscribers)
A two-week customer service credit for missed yard waste service
(applies only to yard waste subscribers)

For more details, please visit the Republic Services – Monroe, WA
website. 

UTILITY RATES AND THE COST OF MANAGING WATER

At this week’s City Council meeting, I presented proposed adjustments to the
City’s adopted 2025-2026 Biennial Budget. This process, called the Mid-
Biennial Budget Adjustment, is required by state law and is the opportunity for
us to respond to changes in revenues, expenses, or community needs,
ensuring that the budget remains accurate and effective for the second year
of the biennium. Details on my recommended amendments are explained in
the staff memo from the Oct. 28 Council meeting.

Monroe’s utility rates are intended to cover all costs associated with providing
water, sewer, and stormwater services, including maintaining infrastructure.
Monroe’s water is purchased from the City of Everett and earlier this year, the
Everett City Council approved water rate increases after Monroe had

mailto:GThomas@MonroeWA.gov
https://www.republicservices.com/municipality/monroe-wa
https://monroewa.gov/1239/Biennial-Budget
https://monroewa.civicweb.net/document/268750/Public Hearing_ 2025-2026 Mayor_s Recommended M.pdf?handle=091C196E6589495E92A08FA0134CB8AE
https://www.everettwa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/40474/01092025_2025-29-New-Everett-utility-rates-news-release-


already adopted its 2025–2026 budget with a modest 3.8% rate increase for
water, sewer and stormwater utilities in 2026. The City of Monroe has not
raised water and sewer utility rates beyond Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA)
in recent years and is now faced with passing along Everett’s water rate
increases onto Monroe rate payers.

To cover the increased cost of
purchasing water from the City
of Everett, the City of Monroe
is proposing an additional
7.2% water rate change
beginning January 1,
2026. The adopted budget
also includes a 10%
stormwater utility tax on gross
receipts, consistent with other
utilities. If approved by the City
Council, the base rate for all
utilities (Water, Sewer and
Stormwater) is going up by $7
per month. Customers who

use more water may see a higher total increase based on their usage. Low-
income senior citizens and low-income disabled residents may be able to
receive discounts for qualifying utility accounts.

Even with the needed rate updates, the cost for city utilities is comparable to
or lower than surrounding communities. These proposed rate changes will
help to adequately fund utility services ensuring the quality of our drinking
water, recreational lakes, and waterways, supporting the long-term
maintenance of our stormwater system so that it keeps up with increased
demand in the coming years, and supporting future investments in
infrastructure. The City Council has approved a comprehensive utility rate
study in 2026.

On Nov. 18, the City Council will consider the first reading to the ordinance
adopting adjustments to the biennial budget. The agenda and staff memo will
be posted to our website by the end of day on Friday, Nov. 14. If Council
approves the proposed rate changes, they will take effect on Jan. 1, 2026.

Additional information about the proposed utility rates will be shared here, on
our Utility Billing webpage and via other communications tools. 

EAST COUNTY COLD WEATHER SHELTER PROGRAM
BEGINS NOVEMBER 1

The East County Cold
Weather Shelter
Program begins
November 1, 2025,
and lasts through
March 2026. Cold

https://monroewa.gov/1239/Biennial-Budget
https://monroewa.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingTypeList.aspx
https://monroewa.gov/96/Utility-Billing


Weather Shelters
typically open when
overnight
temperatures are
expected to be at or
below 34 degrees F.
Cold Weather Shelters
are typically operated
by community-based
organizations,
volunteer groups, and
communities of faith
across Snohomish
County. To view a list
of shelters and an
interactive map,
please visit:
https://snohomish-
county-public-safety-
hub-snoco-gis.hub....

Youth between the
ages of 12-17 years of
age who need shelter
may call (360) 805-
9282.

Community Transit & Everett Transit will provide free rides to Cold Weather
Shelters whenever they are open. No special pass or ticket is required - Just
let the driver know.

MONROE PARTNERS WITH SKY VALLEY FOOD BANK FOR
NOVEMBER FOOD DRIVE

The City of Monroe will partner with the Sky Valley Food Bank this November
to host a food drive. Please consider donating canned and dried foods to help
people in our community who may be experiencing food insecurity. Donation
barrels will be located in the City Hall lobby.
 
In addition to the Sky Valley Food Bank, free food resources like community
meals, food pantries, and food rescue events are also happening regularly in
Monroe. These resources are open to everyone regardless of income. If you
would like more information about connecting to local resources or
volunteering to serve in the community, please contact the City of Monroe
Human Services Coordinator, Rachel Adams at RAdams@monroewa.gov.

https://snohomish-county-public-safety-hub-snoco-gis.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cold-weather-shelters?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExOGN5djNsQTYxQ1pnOFJFaAEeIIYaUUvhLfbetz2Qwl3I6g_Vu3_57XOuj55izzEfQXaywj_uZuc-pK5oYyY_aem_4XU5fE8TiyKYTItgi-Sf_g
mailto:RAdams@monroewa.gov


UPCOMING CITY COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

The next City Council Meeting is currently scheduled for Tuesday,
November 18, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will be located in the Council
Chambers at City Hall at 806 W Main Street. To view the meeting agenda,
click the button below. City Council meetings are re-broadcasted on the
City's YouTube Channel (@MonroeWA). To learn how to provide public
comment to the Mayor and City Council, click here.

Council Agendas/Minutes
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Councilmember
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1W79EQInShzhg4RsJH6Ahw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1W79EQInShzhg4RsJH6Ahw
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https://monroewa.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingTypeList.aspx


Councilmember
Kirk Scarboro

Councilmember
Heather Fulcher

Councilmember
Tami Beaumont

Councilmember
Kyle Fisher

Have a question for your Councilmembers?
​Contact them at Councilmembers@MonroeWA.gov 
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