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City of Monroe, Washington January, 2021
Parks & Recreation Department

Mission

Protect and enhance the natural beauty of Monroe through the development of a vibrant

system of parks, open space and trails. Provide citizens of all age’s positive recreational

opportunities in clean, safe and accessible recreation facilities. Enhance health, quality
living and the natural environment for future generations.

Department Update

Governor’s Office COVID-19 Update:
On January 5, 2021, Governor Inslee announced the Healthy Washington - Roadmap to
Recovery plan, which lays out the process to safely reopen Washington state. The plan includes
guidance for certain businesses and industries including outdoor recreation activities to help
protect Washingtonians and minimize the spread of COVID-19. This plan replaces the Governor’s
previous Safe Start Reopening Plan
The full Healthy Washington phased chart is available here.
Updated Guidance for Sports, Recreation and Fitness:

e Fitness and Training

e OQutdoor Recreation

e Water Recreation

e Sporting Activities: recreational, K-12, higher education and professional

e Racing: non-motorized and motorized

o Golf

To find more information about City Operations during the COVID 19 pandemic visit go here.

Operations

Parks and Recreation Department team members were busy in January with this winter with
scheduled maintenance, park improvements such as landscape winterization and repair work on
facilities, equipment and landscaped areas. In addition, the crew planted the two donated living
Christmas trees at the North end of Lake Tye. They also worked to replace the light pole
banners around Main Street and North Kelsey, which were purchased with CARES Act funding.
Each banner includes COVID safety messaging.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.governor.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FHealthyWashington.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ckdarrow%40monroewa.gov%7C02a7d1babbdb4440a7ee08d8bd75631f%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C637467659161867846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ib3pfbTShkBVG3ScdVxLPekECu3rdJCOlCjbgCU27Vw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.governor.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FHealthyWashington.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ckdarrow%40monroewa.gov%7C02a7d1babbdb4440a7ee08d8bd75631f%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C637467659161867846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ib3pfbTShkBVG3ScdVxLPekECu3rdJCOlCjbgCU27Vw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.governor.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FHealthyWashingtonPhasedChart.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ckdarrow%40monroewa.gov%7C02a7d1babbdb4440a7ee08d8bd75631f%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C637467659161867846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LP0q%2FHfj2rpgBWBmDH6EJndt4qSgfEfrjzyZFRLOObo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.governor.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FCOVID19%2520Fitness%2520Guidance.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ckdarrow%40monroewa.gov%7C02a7d1babbdb4440a7ee08d8bd75631f%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C637467659161877801%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=n5GR5B8WNSqYKkZHvgCtoMSn4VTwP9e3khcdNJ2Fcwk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.governor.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FCOVID19%2520Outdoor%2520Recreation%2520Guidance.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ckdarrow%40monroewa.gov%7C02a7d1babbdb4440a7ee08d8bd75631f%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C637467659161877801%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6ydwRiDy3YVPrDVxnJOdoGGaT3CLP9tY9C1iqDoPAnQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.governor.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FCOVID19%2520Water%2520Recreation%2520Guidance.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ckdarrow%40monroewa.gov%7C02a7d1babbdb4440a7ee08d8bd75631f%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C637467659161887757%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=L5DzUusayypEufU2EvFFpNsfClIhdK%2F8pv0lTrYcZUc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.governor.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FCOVID19%2520Sporting%2520Activities%2520Guidance.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ckdarrow%40monroewa.gov%7C02a7d1babbdb4440a7ee08d8bd75631f%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C637467659161887757%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Q%2BUmca941sroUltR9dZKAqhEBd%2FrDflE%2FJGqHrnTzME%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.governor.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FCOVID19%2520Racing%2520Guidance.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ckdarrow%40monroewa.gov%7C02a7d1babbdb4440a7ee08d8bd75631f%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C637467659161897712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sCVfcbX65y%2F7P6Wycfk09zbPco3Is1AGSbX%2BDzOrMA4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.governor.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FCOVID19%2520Standard%2520and%2520Mini%2520Golf%2520Guidance.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ckdarrow%40monroewa.gov%7C02a7d1babbdb4440a7ee08d8bd75631f%7C9804b9a407b049bfa4c8f793601dc1a9%7C0%7C0%7C637467659161897712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0BmHo%2BuaHzQYAsBU2EFRGG9gt6z26hDWmJzmY1VFAqY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.monroewa.gov/935/City-Operations-During-COVID-19
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Left: Base repair at Rotary Field. Middle: Live Christmas trees planted at Lake Tye. Right: New light pole banners being installed.

Parks, Recreation, and Open Space (PROS) Plan Survey Launch
The City of Monroe is updating our long-range plan for our community’s park, recreation, and

open space system. We have launched a survey asking the community’s help in determining what
types of park facilities and programs are needed to meet the recreation needs of our growing
community. Participants contribution will help shape the future of our parks.

The survey launched on December 16, 2020 and closed January 15, 2021. Appreciation and
thanks to our community for their active participation, as the survey had a total of 996 responses,
representing a strong turnout. Results are being tabulated, with a summary report expected to
be ready in two weeks. We believe resident involvement during this long-range plan update
process will benefit from widescale participation, and the outcome has the potential to positively
impact our schools, families and businesses.

" PARKS, RECREATION

B 3 OPEN SPACE PLAN

Monroe Park Board
During their January 2021 meeting, the Monroe Park Board reviewed and approved their 2020
Annual Report to the Monroe City Council, summarizing their work and activity during the past
year (see attached).



City Parks Unmarked Trails Inspections
In 2017, a weekly maintenance monitoring emphasis by park staff was initiated on unmarked trails
at Al Borlin and Sky River Parks to identify and resolve, in cooperation with our Police Department,
any unlawful encampments that may occur in City parks. Attached is the comprehensive data
from 2017 to the present. The following is a summary of data for the past month:

Locations: Al Borlin Park, Sky River Park
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DATE TOTAL LABOR | # BAGS OF LITTER NOTES
HOURS COLLECTED

1/5 6 12 Police Contacted, Al Borlin Park Camp Removed.

1/12 55 0

1/19 6 0

1/26 7.5 1 Police Contacted, Al Borlin & Sky River Park Camp Removed.
Avg. 6.25 3.25

See attached Parks Homeless Response Data 2017- 2020

Volunteer Opportunities
Due to COVID-19 the City of Monroe’s volunteering has been temporarily suspended. If you have
any questions or would like additional information, please contact Katie Darrow at (360) 863-4519.

Visit the City website www.monroewa.gov for information on upcoming programs and events.



http://www.monroewa.gov/

January 21, 2021

TO:

Monroe City Council

FROM Monroe Park Board

2020 Annual Report

The Monroe Park Board respectfully submits the following summary of its work and activity for 2020:

Administration

2021 Work Plan — Prepared annual work plan for 2021 to present to City Council

Capital Projects

Grant Applications — Supported staff RCO State grant application for acquisition funding for
a North Hill Park.

Lake Tye All Weather Fields Design/Construction Documents — Reviewed and
discussed staff updates

N. Hill Neighborhood Park — Reviewed and supported letter of intent and purchase and
sale agreement to purchase future park site

2020 Park Bond Election — Reviewed and supported park bond election ordinance (since
rescinded due to COVID-19 community impacts)

Tourism/Park Planning

6-year CIP - Reviewed and supported Park 6-year CIP

PROS Plan Update — Reviewed and supported consultant selection for PROS Plan Update;
participated in joint project kick-off meeting with Planning Commission

City’s Planning — Reviewed and discussed briefings: Snohomish county Arrivalist Tourism
Data, Homelessness Policy Advisory Committee

Park COVID-19 Response — Reviewed and discussed staff updates

City Gateway, Wayfinding and Park Entry Signage Plan- Reviewed preliminary drafts,
provided feedback and endorsed final revisions for City gateway, wayfinding and park entry
signage design plan

Monroe Heritage Tree Walk and Living Christmas Tree Programs — Reviewed and
accepted tree nominations, Arranged and conducted first annual Heritage Tree Walk July
2019

Earth and Arbor Day - Supported Earth Day & Arbor Day Proclamation and virtual tree-
planting

Tree City USA — support efforts to successfully earn ‘Tree City USA’ renewal

Partnerships

Western Washington University Trail Design — reviewed and supported WWU Student’s
Sustainable Communities partnership project to study feasibility of temporary trail with DOT
US 2 bypass property.

Skykomish — Snohomish River Recreation Plan Interpretation and Wayfinding— Reviewed
and supported wayfinding and interpretive project commencement



2017-2020
Park Homelessness Response
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