CITY OF MONROE
ORDINANCE NO. 017/2015

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MONROE,
WASHINGTON, AMENDING MONROE MUNICIPAL CODE
CHAPTER 13.04, WATER REGULATIONS, RATES AND
CHARGES, AND CHAPTER 13.08, SEWER SYSTEM
REGULATIONS; MODIFYING THE UTILITY RATE
STRUCTURE, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, the City of Monroe retained the services of FCS Group to conduct
an utility rate study; and

WHEREAS, the rate study included recommendations to modify the rate
structure to more equitably distribute that costs of operating the water and sanitary
sewer system; and

WHEREAS, the Monroe City Council determined it would be in the best interest
of the City to effected these changes.

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MONROE DO
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Amendment of MMC 13.04.010, Definitions. Subsection 13.04.010
of the Monroe Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

13.04.010  Definitions.

A.[B:] “City” means the city of Monroe, Washington.

B. “Class of User:”

1. “Single residential” means any dwelling unit served by a separate water
meter.

2. “Multiple residential” means two or more dwelling units served by a single
water meter without any non-residential uses.

3. “Nonresidential’” means any use other than a dwelling unit served by a
single meter. Buildings confaining dwelling units and commercial, retail,
industrial, manufacturing, and other nonresidential units served by the
same water meter are considered nonresidential for the purposes of this

Chapter.
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C. “Dwelling unit” means a single unit providing complete independent living
facilities for one or more persons, including permanent provisions for living,
sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation.

D.[H-] “Person” means and includes natural persons of either sex, associations,
copartnerships or corporations, whether acting by themselves or by a servant, agent, or
employee; the singular number shall be held and construed to include the plural and the
masculine pronoun to include the feminine.
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Section3. Amendment of MMC 13.04.020, Application for connection.

Subsection 13.04.020 of the Monroe Municipal Code is hereby amended to provide as
follows.

13.04.020 Application for connection.
Any person desiring to have premises connected with the water supply system of the

city of Monroe shall make application therefor at the [OFHCEOF THE WATER
COLEECTOR]permit assistance center.

Applications therefor shall be made upon a printed form furnished for that purpose,
which application shall contain the address of the owner, a legal description of the
premises where such water supply is desired, and shall fully state all the purposes for
which the water is to be used, the number of [EAMILY]dwelling units to be supplied, the
size of the service pipe, and shall be signed by the owner of the premises to be served
or his duly authorized agent. Tenants, as such, are not considered agents of the owner,
and without specific written authority from the owner placed on file with and at the time
of application, no application for water service by a tenant will be considered or
processed.[-AFTFHETHME-OF FILING SUCH-APPLICAHON THE- APPLICANT-SHALL
PAY FTHE FEES FOR INSTALLAHON—OFWATER--SERVICE HEREINAFTER
PROVAIDED-]

Section4.  Amendment of MMC 13.04.025, Water system capital improvement
charge. Section 13.04.025 of the Monroe Municipal Code is hereby amended to
provide as follows.

13.04.025 Water system [CARPITALIMPROVEMENT]development charge.

A water system [CARPITALIMPROVEMENT |development charge shall be assessed at
time of application for a new connection to the Monroe water system or at time of
expansion or change of use of a facility when the water usage is expected to increase.
A water system capital charge shall not be assessed when an additional meter is
purchased for an already served parcel when the water usage is not expected fo
increase. No refunds will be given if a change in use or occupancy causes the expected
water usage to decrease.
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Capital improvement charges shall be as established by the city council by periodic
resolution. The amount set by such resolution shall be the amount paid per

[EQUNMALENT RESIDENTIAL UNIT(ERU)Imeter capacity equivalents (MCEs).

[SINGLE-FAMILY  RESIDENCES WL BE  CHARGED —FOR-— ONE-—ERU-
MULHEAMILY|Residential structures shall be charged for one [ERUIMCE per
[RESIDENTAL]|dwelling unit. [ERUS]MCES for nonresidential new customers shall be
based on the size of water meter needed to supply the customer’s calculated peak
demand:

Meter size [ERUS]MCEs

5/8 x 3/4 inch 1

1inch 2.5
1-1/2 inches 5
2 inches 8

3 inches 16

4 inches 25

6 inches 50

8 inches 80

DE—IER-M%NE—iHE—APPR@P—R]AI._&EEE ]ThIS charge WI“ be determlned by the C|ty
engineer and any decision may be appealed to the city council for a final determination.

Exceptions:

1. One-bedroom or studio residentiai units located in the downtown commercial

shall be charged for O 333 [FAER—ER-U]MCE per unlt

2. Permitted accessory dwelling units (as defined in MMC Title 18) contained within
the structure of the primary dwelling unit or detached from the primary dwelling unit shall
be exempt from [CAPITALIMPROVEMENT|water system development charges.

In no case shall the [ERY]MCE amount be less than one except as noted above.

Section 5. Amendment of MMC 13.04.026, Exemption for homeless
transitional _shelters. Section 13.04.026 of the Monroe Municipal Code is hereby
amended to provide as follows.
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13.04.026 Exemption for homeless transitional shelters.

A. The [CARPITAL-IMRROMEMENT-EEES|water system development charge
imposed by MMC 13.04.025 shall not apply to transitional housing for homeless
persons operated by federal, state, county or municipal agencies or public benefit
nonprofit corporations. In order to qualify for this exemption, the transitional housing
must focus upon providing counseling, training and/or opportunities to the homeless to
enable them to find employment and support themselves. All persons who use the
transitional home shall either be homeless individuals, support staff or others involved in
the operations of the shelter. For purposes of this section, homeless persons shall be
deemed to be individuals who do not have the resources for a fixed place to sleep at
night. Such persons must qualify as “very low-income” individuals as defined in the city
of Monroe comprehensive plan.

B. As a condition of granting this exemption, the property owner shall record a
covenant prepared by the city that provides that if the use is subsequently changed in a
manner that no longer qualifies it for the exemption in MMC 13.04.026(A), MMC
13.04.025 shall be applied at the time the exempted use was changed as if the
exempted use had never occurred. Under these circumstances, a [CARHAL
IMPROVEMENT EEE|water system development charge assessed for a change in
use shall be based upon the change in use from the use immediately preceding the
exempted use to the use to which the exempted use was converted. Similarly, if the
exempted use was the first water use of the property, the [GAPIFALIMPROVEMENT
FEE]water system development charge assessed at the time the exempted use is
changed shall be assessed as if the changed use were the first water use of the
property.

C. This exemption shall only apply to the first thirty [EQUNALENT-RESIDENTAL
UNHS(ERUSHmeter capacity equivalents (MCEs) that qualify. Any exempted uses
that are subsequently discontinued shall not qualify as one of the thirty [ERUs]MCEs.

Section 6. Amendment of MMC 13.04.320, Rates established. Section
13.04.320 of the Monroe Municipal Code is hereby amended to provide as follows.

13.04.320 Rates established.

A The rates for water service for the water system of the city shall be as
established by the city council by periodic resolution. The rates established by
periodic resolution shall not override any valid preexisting water contracts.[Rates

shallbe-generallyclassified-as-follows:
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[€]B. For service outside the city limits[{REFAIL-ORWHOLESALE RATE CLASSES),

the charges shall be one hundred fifty percent of the standard in-city rate as established
by the city council by periodic resolution. “Outside of the city limits” shall mean any
property that qualifies for one or more of the following:

1. A majority of the property is sifuated outside of city limits;

2. A majority of fixtures on the property are outside of city limits; or
3. A majority of the value of improvements is outside city limits.

“Property” for purposes of determining outside service shall include the property served
by a wholesale customer of the city’s water system, i.e., if the wholesale customer
resells to residential or commercial properties, the location of those properties shall be
considered in determining whether the service is “outside city limits.”

[B-]C. [rrigation water meters turned off during winter months for winterizing shall not be
assessed charges for services while water is off. When irrigation meter is turned on,
charges will be assessed

Section 7.  Amendment of MMC 13.08.010, Definitions. Section 13.08.010 of
the Monroe Municipal Code is hereby amended to provide as follows.

13.08.010 Definitions.

Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meaning of terms in this chapter
shall be as set forth in this section.

“BOD” (denoting biochemical oxygen demand) means the guantity of oxygen utilized in
the biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five
days at twenty degrees centigrade expressed in milligrams per liter.
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“Building drain” means that part of the lowest horizontal piping of a drainage system
which receives the discharge from soil, waste, and other drainage pipes inside the walls
of the building and conveys it to the building sewer, beginning five feet (one and one-
half meters) outside the inner face of the building wall.

“City” means the city of Monroe, Washington.

“Class of User:”

4, “Single residential’ means any dwelling unit served by a separate water
meter.

5. “Multiple residential” means two or more dwelling units served by a single
water meter without any non-residential uses.

6. “Nonresidential” means any use other than a dwelling unit served by a
single meter. Buildings containing dwelling units and commercial,_retail,
industrial, manufacturing, and other nonresidential units served by the
same water meter are considered nonresidential for the purposes of this

Chapter.

“Combined sewer” means a sewer receiving both surface runoff and sewage.

“Dwelling unit” meang a_single unit providing complete independent living
facilities for one or more persons, including permanent provisions for living,
sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation.

“Garbage” means solid wastes from the domestic and commercial preparation, cooking,
and dispensing of food, and the handling, storage, and sale of produce.

“Industrial establishment” means an establishment involving manufacturing, assembling,
fabrication, processing, bulk handling of products, large amounts of storage,
warehousing, and heavy trucking, in addition to lighter industrial activities consisting of
uses involving the processing, handling and creating of products.

“Industrial wastes” means the liquid waste from industrial manufacturing processes,
trade, or business as distinct from sanitary sewage, and such wastes shall be divided
into the following divisions:
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1. Division A — Agriculture, forestry, and fishing;
2. Division B — Mining;
3. Division D — Manufacturing;

4. Division E - Transportation, communication, electric, gas, and sanitary
services;

5. Division | — Services.

A user in the divisions listed may be excluded if it is determined that it will introduce
primarily segregated domestic wastes or wastes from sanitary conveniences.

“Natural outlet” means outiet into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake, or other body of
surface water or groundwater.

‘Person” means any individual, firm, company, association, society, corporation, or
group.

“pH” means the logarithm of the reciprocal of the weight of hydrogen ions in grams per
liter of solution.

“Public sewer” means a sewer in which all owners of abutting properties have equal
rights, and is controlled by public authority to include main line sewer.
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“Public works director” means the public works director of the city or his authorized
deputy, agent or representative.

“Sanitary sewer” means a sewer which carries sewage and to which storm water,
surface water, and groundwaters are not intentionally admitted.

[H i n i n & nu » ok n
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“‘Sewage” means a combination of the liquid-carried wastes from residences, business
buildings, institutions, and industrial establishments, together with such ground, surface,
and storm waters as may be present.

“Sewage treatment plant” means any arrangement of devices and structures used for
treating sewage. '

“Sewage works” means all facilities for collecting, pumping, treating, and disposing of
sewage.

“Sewer” means a pipe or conduit for carrying sewage.
“Shall” is mandatory; “may” is permissive.

‘Side sewer” means the extension line from the main line sewer to the house or
building. (A side sewer shall extend no longer than three hundred feet from the public
sewer main excluding that portion of the side sewer in the public right-of-way.)

“Slug” means any discharge of water, sewage, or industrial waste which, in
concentration of any given constituent or in quantity of flow, exceeds for any period of
duration longer than fiffteen minutes more than five times the average twenty-four hour
concentration or flows during normal operation.

“Storm drain” (sometimes termed “storm sewer”) means a sewer which carries storm
and surface waters and drainage, but excludes sewage and industrial wastes, other
than unpoliuted cooling water.

“Suspended solids” means solids that either float on the surface or are in suspension in
water, sewage or other liquids, and which are removable by laboratory filtering as per
standard methods testing set forth in the most current publication of the Standard
Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater.
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TOXICANTS? MEANS ANY_OF THE LISTED SUBSTANCES IN 307-A OF THE

CLEAN-WATER -ACT-OF 1977 (A-GOPY-OF WHICH LIST-SHALL-BE-KERT-AT
MONROE GITY HALLY.]

“Watercourse” means a channel in which a flow of water occurs, either continuously or
intermittently.

Section 8. Amendment of MMC 13.08.270, Sewer connection charges.
Section 13.08.270 of the Monroe Municipal Code is hereby amended to provide as
follows.

13.08.270 Sewer connection charges.

In addition to the permit fee required by the preceding sections, the following connection
charges shall be made at the time of application for a permit to connect to the system.

A Sewer connection installation fees shall be as established by the city council by
periodic resolution.

B. [FREATMENT FACHITY RESERVE CAPACITY|Sewer system development
charges shall be made at time of application for a new connection to the Monroe
sanitary sewer system or at time of application for a building permit or change of use
permit when the water usage is expected to increase. No refunds will be given if a
change in use or occupancy causes the expected water usage to decrease.
[FREATMENT FACHITY RESERVVE CARACITY|Sewer system development charges
shall be as established by the city council by periodic resolution.

The amount set by such resolution shall be the amount paid per meter_capacity

equivalents (MCEs).[EQUIVALENT-—RESIDEN-HAL—UNIH—ERW—Singlefamily

residences—shall-be-charged-for ohe- ERU. Multifamily] Residential structures shall be
charged for one [ERUIMCE per [RESIDENTIAL]dwelling unit. [ERUs]MCEs for

nonresidential new custocmers shall be based on the size of water meter needed to
supply the customer’s calculated peak demand:

Meter size [ERUS]MCESs
5/8 x 3/4 inch 1 '
1inch 25
1-1/2 inches 5
2 inches 8
3 inches 16
4 inches 25
6 inches 50
8 inches 80

[OR—EXPECTED—SEWAGE-FLOWS - WHIGHEVERAS-GREATER—WHEN-USING
EXPECTED-SEWAGE FLOWS -ONE-ERU-IS-DEFINED-AS HAVING-AN-AVERAGE
ANNUAL-MONTHLY-DISCHARGE-CF-ONE-THOUSAND-CUBIC-FEET- JThis charge
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will be determined by the city engineer and any decision may be appealed to the city
council for a final determination.

Exceptions:

1. One-bedroom or studio residential units located in the downtown commercial
zone, which structures are mixed commercial and residential use, shall be charged for
0.333 [PER-ERU]MCE per unit.

2. Permitted accessory dwelling units (as defined in MMC Title 18) contained within
the structure of the primary dwelling unit or detached from the primary dwelling unit shall

be exempt from [TREATMENT FACIITY RESERVE-CARPACITY|sewer system
development charges. ,

In no case shall the [ERU]MCE amount be less than one except as noted above.

Section 9. Amendment of MMC 13.08.275, Exemption for homeless
transitional shelters. Section 13.08.275 of the Monroe Municipal Code is hereby
amended to provide as follows.

13.08.275 Exemption for homeless transitional shelters.

A The sewer [FREATMENT—FACILTY RESERVE—CAPACIHY]system
development charges imposed by MMC 13.08.270 shall not apply to transitional
housing for homeless persons operated by federal, state, county or municipal agencies
or public benefit nonprofit corporations. In order to qualify for this exemption, the
transitional housing must focus upon providing counseling, training and/or opportunities
to the homeless to enable them to find employment and support themselves. All
persons who use the transitional home shall either be homeless individuals, support
staff or others involved in the operations of the shelter. For purposes of this section,
homeless persons shall be deemed to be individuals who do not have the resources for
a fixed place to sleep at night. Such persons must qualify as “very low-income”
individuals as defined in the city of Monroe comprehensive plan.

B. As a condition of granting this exemption, the property owner shall record a
covenant prepared by the city that provides that if the use is subsequently changed in a
manner that no longer qualifies it for the exemption in subsection (A) of this section,
MMC 13.08.270 shall be applied at the time the exempted use was changed as if the
exempted use had never occurred. Under these circumstances, sewer [FREATMENT
EACILITY-RESERVE CAPACITY|system development charges for a change in use
shall be based upon the change in use from the use immediately preceding the
exempted use to the use to which the exempted use was converted. Similarly, if the
exempted use was the first sewer use of the property, the capital improvement fee
assessed at the time the exempted use is changed shall be assessed as if the changed
use were the first sewer use of the property.
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C. This exemption shall only apply to the first thity [EQUNALENT-RESIDEN-HAL
UNIFSH{ERUS)meter capacity equivalents (MCEs) that qualify. Any exempted uses
that are subsequently discontinued shall not qualify as one of the thirty [ERUS]MCEs.

Section 10. Amendment of MMC 13.08.370, General rate study.  Section
13.08.370 of the Monroe Municipal Code is hereby amended to provide as follows.
13.08.370 General rate study.

A All rates and charges for sanitary sewer collection and disposal services shall be
as established by the city council by periodic resolutions unless otherwise specifically
proved, and shall be collected by the collector of sewer revenues.

Section 11. Amendment of MMC 13.08.440, User rate — Ouiside city limits.

Section 13.08.440 of the Monroe Municipal Code is hereby amended fo provide as
follows.

13.08.440 User rate — Qutside city limits.

Monthly rates and charges for sanitary sewage collection and disposal system service
outside the city limits shall be [PAO]one hundred fifty percent of the appropriate in-city
charge ;- EXGERPT QUTSIDE CITY PUBLIC FACILITIES ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY
PERCENT OF THE-APPROPRIATEIN-CHY-CHARGE:] This rate differential is based
upon the city’s additional expenses for administration, maintenance, and service for
nonresident users as well as to assist in covering departmental expenses and city
expenses not covered by user fees such as resident users pay as revenues to the city.
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Section 12. Severability. Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or
phrase of this ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, be declared
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid for any reason, or should any portion of this
ordinance be pre-empted by State or federal law or regulation, such decision or pre-
emption shall not affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining portions of this
ordinance or its application to other persons or circumstances.

Section 13. Effective Date.

This ordinance shall be published in the official

newspaper of the City and shall take effect and be in full force five (5) days after the

date of publication.

PASSED by the City Council and APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of
Monroe, at a regular meeting held this __| _ day of Decembea , 2015,

1st Reading: November 24, 2015
2nd/Final Reading: December 1, 2015
Published: December 8, 2015
Effective; December 13, 2015
(SEAL)

'gATTEST:

Kf;ikﬂggﬂkiﬂx%

CITY OF MONROE, WASHINGTON:

méfs Mayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

= =

Elizabeth M. Smoot, MMC, City Clerk

J. ZacharyTell, City Attorney
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