
 

MONROE CITY COUNCIL 

Agenda Bill No. 20-006 
 

SUBJECT: Presentation: Snohomish County Prosecuting Attorney Adam Cornell – 
Support of Felony Drug Charges; 2 Grams or Less Policy  

 

DATE: DEPT: CONTACT: PRESENTER: ITEM: 

1/21/2020 Executive Deborah Knight  Snohomish County Prosecuting 
Attorney Adam Cornell  

Presentation Item #1 

 
Discussion: 9/17/2019; 12/03/2019; 1/21/2020 
Attachments: 1. Letter of support to Executive Somers and the County 

Council dated 9/17/2019 
 

REQUESTED ACTION: None – presentation only.   

 
POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
On September 24, 2019, the City Council authorized Mayor Thomas to sign a letter to Executive 
Somers and the County Council supporting the Innovative Justice Initiative proposed by the 
Snohomish County Prosecutor’s Office. This agenda bill reports on the outcome of the requested 
support.  

 
DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
In May of 2019, Snohomish County Prosecuting Attorney Adam Cornell presented his Innovative 
Justice Initiative. Rooted in the principle that the enforcement of felony simple possession drug 
laws should be sensible, fair, compassionate, and firm, with a focus on treatment and 
accountability. The initiative addressed prosecution of controlled substances cases where the 
amount in possession is less than 2 grams. The initiative was aimed to reverse the former 
prosecutor’s policy to decline prosecution of 2 gram or less drug cases.   
 
Snohomish County Prosecuting Attorney Adam Cornell will speak to Council regarding the 
approved funds allocated in the 2020 budget that support reversing the 2 gram threshold for 
felony drug prosecutions.   
 
The added prosecutor’s employees would screen cases as part of Mr. Cornell’s Prosecution 
Crossroads Unit, which manages diversion programs for those willing to seek help with 
substance abuse and other problems. Those unwilling or unable to get treatment could face jail 
or prison time.  

 
FISCAL IMPACTS 
N/A 

 
TIME CONSTRAINTS 
N/A 

 
ALTERNATIVES TO REQUESTED ACTION 
N/A 
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ATTACHMENT 1
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