
 

MONROE CITY COUNCIL 

Agenda Bill No. 20-081 
 

SUBJECT: Consideration of an Interim Ordinance to allow Temporary use of Private 

Property/Parking Areas for Outdoor Dining 

 

DATE: DEPT: CONTACT: PRESENTER: ITEM: 

6/16/2020 
Community 
Development 

Ben Swanson  Ben Swanson Discussion Item #2 

 
Discussion: 6/16/2020 
Attachments: 1. Example Ordinance – Outdoor Dining   

 

REQUESTED ACTION: Provide policy direction to City staff regarding the proposed interim 
ordnance to allow temporary use of private property/parking areas for outdoor dining.  

 
POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
The Council is being asked to consider two policy issues and provide direction to 
staff: 

1. Whether to temporarily waive certain requirements of the Monroe Municipal Code 
(MMC) to allow private property, particularly parking areas, to be used for outdoor 
dining; and 

2. If those requirements are waived, whether to charge or waive the fee that would be 
associated with the permit. 

 
DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
The purpose of this action would be to allow eating and drinking establishments throughout 
Monroe to expand their capacity for serving dine-in customers temporarily during phases 2 and 
3 of Governor Inslee’s plan for reopening businesses in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
If Council decides to pursue this policy, City staff would draft an interim ordinance similar to 
Attachment 1 for action at the June 23, 2020 City Council meeting. 
 
Most businesses have been severely economically impacted by the pandemic and some may 
not reopen. Phase 2 of the reopening approach will allow eating and drinking establishments to 
offer table service again. In order to protect the health of the public and reduce the risk of 
exposure to the virus, there will be limitations on table size (maximum 5 people), spacing and 
serving capacity (maximum 50% of pre-pandemic capacity). Phase 3 increases table size to 10 
and serving capacity to 75%. While reopening is a positive step for these businesses and the 
community, the capacity limitations will have an economic impact on businesses and the 
community. 
 
One way to allow these businesses to expand their serving capacity is to allow the temporary 
use of private property, primarily required parking areas, for outdoor dining service. The 
reduced capacity should have the effect of reducing the parking needed through phases 2 and 
3. These temporary provisions are well timed for the summer months, assuming phases 2 and 
3 will cover at least some portions of June and July. When phase 4 is in effect, the businesses 
will be able to return to pre-pandemic capacity and the temporary provisions will no longer be 
needed. 
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In order to ensure that life, safety and access requirements would be met by the temporary 
dining areas, a permit and inspection would be required. The interim ordinance would direct 
staff to create a permit process that is basic and brief. Staff would recommend Council not 
impose fees for the permit processing and inspection time. 
 
If City Council directs staff to proceed with drafting an interim ordinance, staff would develop a 
permit with minimal submittal requirements and a consolidated review/inspection process 
referred to as “subject to field inspection.” Submittal requirements will include a diagram 
indicating location and type of delineation of the temporary dining area, including canopy if 
applicable; number of parking spaces temporarily displaced; guidance for applicants to 
determine restricted occupant loads under the International Building Code; adequate and 
accessible circulation to and within the dining area; and accessible routes to restrooms. Staff 
believes this information is necessary to maintain life, safety and accessibility standards for 
customers and the community. This does not affect any requirements of other agencies that 
regulate eating and drinking establishments. 
 

 
FISCAL IMPACTS 
Collecting permit fees could cover city processing and permitting costs during the short 
duration of the interim ordinance. If City Council chooses not to collect permit fees it would 
likely have limited impacts on city costs and may encourage more businesses to expand their 
capacity and increase sales tax revenues. The value of the foregone fees, if this item is 
approved, is difficult to determine in advance of applications being received, but is not 
expected to have a significant impact on the General Fund budget. Staff does not think lost 
revenues would qualify under the provisions of the CARES Act. However, staff will explore 
potential reimbursement under any future state or federal programs. 

 
TIME CONSTRAINTS 
N/A 

 
ALTERNATIVES 

1. None. This proposal is intended to provide the City Council with information and receive 
feedback and policy direction. 
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