
MONROE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Business Meeting

August 23, 2016, 7:00 P.M.

Council Chambers, City Hall
806 W Main Street, Monroe, WA 98272

AGENDA

Call To Order

Roll Call

Pledge Of Allegiance

Councilmember Cudaback

Announcements And Presentations

Presentation: Snohomish Health District

20160823 AP1 Monroe_Per Capita Funding Request.pdf

Comments From Citizens
[This time is set aside for members of the audience to speak to the City Council on any 
issue related to the City of Monroe; except any quasi-judicial matter subject to a public 
hearing. Please sign in prior to the meeting; testimony is limited to 3 minutes per 
speaker.]

Consent Agenda

Approval of the Minutes: August 16, 2016, Regular Business Meeting

20160823 CA1 MCC Minutes 20160816.pdf

New Business

AB16-111: East Monroe – GMHB Compliance Date Extension Request

AB16-111_EastMonroe_GMHBComplianceDateExtnRqt.pdf

AB16-112: Discussion: Transfer of Property to Fire District

AB16-112_Discn_TransferPptytoFD.pdf

Councilmember Reports

Staff/ Department Reports

Propullsion Cablepark Monroe - Status Update

Land Sales Update

Mayor/ Administrative Reports

Monroe This Week (August 19, 2016, Edition No. 33)

20160823 MR1 Monroe This Week Edition 33.pdf

Draft Agenda for September 13, 2016, Regular Business Meeting

Executive Session
If needed.

Adjournment
Majority vote to extend past 10:00 p.m. 

THE CITY COUNCIL MAY ADD AND TAKE ACTION ON OTHER ITEMS NOT LISTED ON THIS 
AGENDA

Accommodations for people with disabilities will be provided upon request. Please call City Hall at 
360-794-7400. Please allow 48 hours advance notice. 
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Investing in a 
Healthier Monroe

City Council Presentation

August  23, 2016
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Snohomish Health District 2

Healthy Years of Life is Our Passion
In Monroe and Across Snohomish County

Healthy 
People

Healthy 
Communities

Healthy 
Environments
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Life Expectancy in the 20th Century

In the U.S. in 1906

Women = 50.8 years
Men = 46.9 years
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Ten Great US Public Health Achievements
(1900–1999)
 Vaccinations
 Safer workplace
 Safer and healthier food
 Motor vehicle safety
 Control of infectious diseases
 Decline in deaths from coronary heart 

disease and stroke
 Family planning
 Recognition of tobacco use as a health 

hazard
 Healthier mothers and babies
 Fluoridation of drinking water

Source: http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/00056796.htm

Top 10 Public Health Achievements
(1900-1999)
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Life Expectancy in the 21st Century

In the U.S. in 2006

Women = 80.2 years
Men = 75.1 years
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21st Century Issues
 Emerging Diseases
 Childhood Obesity
 Marijuana and Vaping
 Healthy Housing
 Adverse Childhood Experiences and Toxic Stress
 Social Determinants of Health
 Opioid Epidemic

6
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Snohomish Health District 7

FOCUS: Opioid Epidemic
Today

Supporting Syringe 
Exchange and 

Access to Naloxone

Adopted a New 
Secure Medicine 
Return Ordinance

Building Healthy, 
Resilient Families
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Snohomish Health District 8

FOCUS: Opioid Epidemic
Tomorrow

Prevention
•Healthy Starts
•Trauma-Informed Care
•Curriculum in Schools
•Social Marketing

Response
•Notifiable Condition   

Follow-up
•Syringe Exchange
•Needle Clean-Up
•Data Evaluation

Treatment/Recovery
•Naloxone Kit Availability
•Increased Access to 

Treatment
•Group Support/Education 
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What We’re Facing

Snohomish Health District 9

The District ranks 34th

out of 35 among local 
public health agencies in 
Washington for per 
capita funding.

Since the “peak” in 
2008, the District has 
eliminated 74 total 
FTE—a reduction of 
34%. 

The Snohomish Health 
District has had a 22% 
decrease in funding 
from 2005. 

$22
per resident
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How We Compare ($ per resident)

Snohomish Health District 10

1 San Juan $ 241 19 Mason $   37 
2 Jefferson $ 136 20 Tacoma-Pierce $   36 
3 Seattle-King $ 116 21 Kittitas $   35 
4 Garfield $ 106 22 Northeast Tri $   35 
5 Columbia $ 103 23 Grays Harbor $   32 
6 Wahkiakum $ 100 24 Benton-Franklin $   32 
7 Whatcom $   84 25 Asotin $   31 
8 Clallam $   81 26 Cowlitz $   30 
9 Klickitat $   74 27 Thurston $   30 
10 Lewis $   67 28 Okanogan $   30 
11 Lincoln $   61 29 Walla Walla $   29 
12 Pacific $   46 30 Chelan-Douglas $   26 
13 Spokane $   42 31 Grant $   26 
14 Island $   41 32 Whitman $   24 
15 Kitsap $   39 33 Clark $   23 
16 Skagit $   39 34 Snohomish $  22 
17 Skamania $   39 35 Yakima $   13 
18 Adams $   38 

National 
Average = 

$40/resident
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Snohomish Health District 11

Projected Deficit Starting in 2018

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Current Financial Forecasts $2,114,720.41 $27,096.72 $(2,598,586.35) $(5,416,600.73) $(8,519,959.20)

 $(10,000,000.00)

 $(8,000,000.00)

 $(6,000,000.00)

 $(4,000,000.00)

 $(2,000,000.00)

 $-

 $2,000,000.00

 $4,000,000.00
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How Our Money Comes In

Snohomish Health District 12

22%

24%
22%

17%

14% 1% License & Permits $3,459,739

State & Federal Grants $3,851,103

State Discretionary Funds $3,433,291

County $2,653,200

Charges for Services $2,192,297

Miscellaneous $202,340

$15,791,970
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Revenues vs. Expenses Trends

Snohomish Health District 13

 -

 5,000,000
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 15,000,000

 20,000,000
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 35,000,000
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SHD All Funds
Revenue/Expense History/Projections 

Revenue Expense
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If Monroe contributed $2.00 for every 
resident in 2017, we could help you 
with:

 Trainings on trauma-informed 
approaches for Monroe School 
District school staff & families

More proactive in nuisance 
properties and homeless camps

 Increased partnership in local 
planning and policy efforts

Data and assessment

Snohomish Health District 14

How We Can Help One Another
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Snohomish Health District 15

Impact of Per Capita Investments

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Current Financial Forecasts $2,114,720.41 $27,096.72 $(2,598,586.35) $(5,416,600.73) $(8,519,959.20)
Full Per Capita Investment $2,114,720.41 $1,751,776.72 $850,773.65 $(242,560.73) $(1,621,239.20)

 $(10,000,000.00)

 $(8,000,000.00)

 $(6,000,000.00)

 $(4,000,000.00)

 $(2,000,000.00)

 $-

 $2,000,000.00

 $4,000,000.00
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Snohomish Health District 16

Funding is a Shared Responsibility
State County City

Tobacco & Marijuana 
Prevention
Promoting Vaccines
Safe Drinking Water
Early Intervention 
Programs for Infants
Emergency 
Preparedness

Communicable Disease 
Surveillance & Response
Birth/Death Certificates
Child Care Outreach
Countywide Policies
School Safety 
Inspections

Partnering with Schools
Nuisance Properties
Local Policy Assistance
Community-level Data
Collaboration with Non-
Profits and Service 
Organizations
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Healthy People.
Healthy Environment.
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Questions and 

DISCUSSION
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19

Source: Department of Health

Local Health Jurisdictions (LHJs)
Local Health Jurisdictions (LHJs) in Washington

Departments – Public Health & Human Services
Departments – Public Health
District – Single County
District – Multi County

Whatcom
207,600

Jefferson
30,700

Clallam
72,500

Skagit
119,500

Snohomish*
741,000

Seattle & King 
County*
2,017,250

Tacoma-Pierce*
821,300

Okanogan
41,700

Chelan
74,300

Lincoln
10,700

Spokane*
484,500

Whitman
46,500

Adams
19,400

Grant
92,900

Kittitas
42,100

Asotin
21,950

Yakima
248,800

Benton
186,500

Walla Walla
60,150

Klickitat
20,850

Lewis
76,300

Skamania
11,370

Clark*
442,800

Cowlitz
103,700

Pacific
21,100

Thurston
264,000

Grays
Harbor
73,300

Mason
62,000

Ferry
7,660

Columbia
4,080

Garfield
2,240

Wahkiakum
4,010

San Juan
16,100

Island
80,000

Kitsap*
255,900

Douglas
39,700

Stevens
43,900

Pend
Oreille
13,210

Franklin
86,600

(Chelan-Douglas)

(Northeast Tri County)

(Benton-Franklin)

Washington State Total Population, 4/2014 – 6,968,170
Source: Office of Financial Management * Agency is lead by full-time physician health officer
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL AUGUST 16, 2016 

Page 1 of 5 

CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE 
 
The August 16, 2016, Regular Business Meeting of the Monroe City Council was called 
to order by Mayor Geoffrey Thomas at 7:01 p.m.; Council Chambers, City Hall.  
 
Councilmembers present: Davis, Gamble1, Hanford, Kamp, Rasmussen, and Scarboro. 
 
Staff members present: Baker, Brazel, Farrell, Feilberg, Johnston, Nelson, Osaki, 

Smoot, and Warthan; City Attorney Lell. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilmember Scarboro. 
 
Mayor Thomas noted, without objection, the excused absence of Councilmember 
Cudaback. No objections were noted. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

1. Proclamation: Sky Valley Food Bank – Fortieth Anniversary 
 
Mayor Thomas read the proclamation into the record recognizing the Fortieth 
Anniversary of the Sky Valley Food Bank and encouraging all residents and business 
owners to support the Sky Valley Food Bank and volunteer time and resources to help 
support our neighbors in need; and presented the proclamation to Mr. Neil Watkins, 
Executive Director, and to Food Bank Boardmembers in attendance. Mr. Watkins 
thanked the Mayor and Council, and spoke on Food Bank history and activities. 
Councilmembers thanked Mr. Watkins, the Board, and volunteers for their service. 
 

Councilmember Kamp moved to add a special note of appreciation to the 
Sky Valley Food Bank as a minute entry; the motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Hanford. On vote, 

Motion carried (6-0). 
 

2. Presentation: Monroe Salary Commission 
 
Ms. Ashley Sellers, 2016 Monroe Salary Commission Chairperson, provided an update 
from the Monroe Salary Commission, and noted the report filed with the City Clerk’s 
Office on August 4, 2016, keeping elected official salaries at the current rates. 
 
COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS 
 
The following persons spoke regarding AB16-110, Resolution No. 013/2016, 
designating the Vaux’s Swift as the official city bird, and outdoor Vaux’s Swift sculpture: 
Ms. Cindy Easterson and Mr. Kevin Pettelle. 
 
  

                                                           
1 CLERK’S NOTE: Councilmember Gamble arrived at approximately 7:07 p.m.  
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL AUGUST 16, 2016 

Page 2 of 5 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Approval of the Minutes; August 9, 2016, Regular Business Meeting2 
2. Approval of AP Checks and ACH Payments (Check Nos. 87092 through 87165, 

and ACH/EFT Payments, in a total amount of $2,441,907.93) 
3. AB16-109: Authorize Mayor to Sign Supplement #3 with Otak Consultants for 

Woods Creek Road Phase I 
 

Councilmember Kamp moved to approve the Consent Agenda; the motion 
was seconded by Councilmember Davis. On vote, 

Motion carried (6-0). 
 
FINAL ACTION 
 

1. AB16-110: Resolution No. 013/2016, Designating Vaux’s Swift as the Official Bird 
 
Mayor Thomas provided background information on AB16-110 and the proposed 
resolution designating the Vaux’s Swift as the official bird of the City of Monroe, 
Washington. 
 

Councilmember Rasmussen moved to approve Resolution No. 013/2016, 
designating the Vaux’s Swift as the official bird of the City of Monroe; the 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Davis. 

 
General discussion ensued regarding appreciation to the Pilchuck Audubon Society and 
the annual Swift Night Out event. 
 

On vote,  Motion carried (6-0). 
 
Mayor Thomas presented ceremonial resolutions to the following persons: Dr. Fredrika 
Smith, Superintendent, and Ms. Vikki Berard, Frank Wagner Elementary Principal, 
(Monroe School District); Ms. Cindy Easterson (Pilchuck Audubon Society); and 
Mr. Kevin Pettelle (Artist). 
 
COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS 
 

1. City Council Transportation/Planning, Public Works, Parks & Recreation, and 
Public Safety Committee (Councilmember Davis) 

 
Councilmember Davis reported on the items discussed at the August 16, 2016, City 
Council Transportation/Planning, Public Works, Parks & Recreation, and 
Public Safety Committee Meeting, including: garbage contract/franchise options and 
traffic revisions at Blueberry Lane and Kelsey Street. Both items will be coming back to 
the full Council at future Meetings for discussion/consideration. 
 
                                                           
2 CLERK’S NOTE: At the time of the meeting, City Clerk Smoot noted a typographical error which was corrected for 
the final version of the minutes presented for approval; noting Councilmember Hanford’s attendance and 
Councilmember Gamble’s absence from the August 9, 2016, Meeting. 
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL AUGUST 16, 2016 

Page 3 of 5 

2. Individual Reports 
 
Councilmember Gamble commented on the National Night Out Against Crime event. 
 
Councilmember Kamp commented on the Skate Park Grand Opening event; political 
signage; and request for television screens for projection in the Council Chambers. 
 
Councilmember Davis commented on the Skate Park Grand Opening. 
 
Councilmember Rasmussen commented on the Snohomish Health District Per Capita 
Funding request and the Skate Park Grand Opening. 
 
Councilmember Hanford commented on the Skate Park Grand Opening. 
 
Councilmember Scarboro commented on the Skate Park Grand Opening. 
 
STAFF/DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

1. Individual Department Reports 
 
Ms. Pam Baker, Executive Assistant, reported on upcoming events, including: the Fair 
Days Breakfast, Parade and Appreciation Dinner, and September Snohomish County 
Cities Dinner; and the purchasing of banners for elected officials. General discussion 
ensued regarding RSVPs, noticing, and the purchasing of banners. 
 
Mr. Dave Osaki, Community Development Director, reported on the Downtown Strategic 
Plan Survey currently online. 
 
Mr. Ben Warthan, Human Resources Director/IT Manager, reported on upgrades to 
Council Chambers laptops. 
 

2. Finance – July 2016 Revenues/Expenditures Report 
 
No verbal report was provided. 
 

3. Parks & Recreation – August 2016 Report 
 
Mr. Mike Farrell, Parks and Recreation Director, noted the department report/update 
included in the agenda packet materials; and reported on Downtown/North Kelsey 
banner designs. Discussion ensued regarding the addition of a banner for sporting 
competitions. 
 
MAYOR/ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
Mr. Gene Brazel, City Administrator, reported on attendance at the MAG meeting and 
items discussed thereto, including budget processes of local entities. 
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL AUGUST 16, 2016 

Page 4 of 5 

1. Monroe This Week (August 12, 2016, Edition No. 32) 
 
Mayor Thomas noted the inclusion of Monroe This Week, Edition No. 32, in the agenda 
packet, and reported on the following items: Skate Park Grand Opening, Coffee with the 
Mayor, Veteran’s Memorial, meeting with the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Parks Board, 
Movies Under the Moon, Skykomish-Snohomish River Recreation Planning & 
Management Open House, 2017 Legislative Priorities, and West Main Street 
roundabout landscaping. 
 
General discussion ensued regarding half marathon and 10K at Lake Tye the 
forthcoming weekend and Council inquiries regarding markings on 165th and the 
sidewalks north of the Fryelands.  
 

2. Draft Agenda for August 23, 2016, Regular Business Meeting 
 
Mr. Brazel reviewed the draft agenda for the August 23, 2016, Monroe City Council 
Regular Business Meeting, the extended agenda, and additions/edits thereto.  
 

3. Cancellation of September 6, 2016, Regular Business Meeting 
 

Councilmember Hanford moved to cancel the Monroe City Council 
Regular Business meeting of Tuesday, September 6, 2016; the motion 
was seconded by Councilmember Scarboro. On vote, 

Motion carried (6-0). 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

1. Agency Litigation [RCW 42.30.110(1)(i)] – 15 minutes 
2. Pricing of Property [RCW 42.30.110(1)(c)] – 5 minutes3 

 
Mayor Thomas stated the Council would recess into executive session for 
approximately 20 minutes total to discuss an item of Agency Litigation 
[RCW 42.30.110(1)(i)] and an item addressing the Pricing of Property 
[RCW 42.30.110(1)(c)]; and read the appropriate citations into the record. 
 
The meeting recessed into executive session at 8:14 p.m., was extended for an 
additional 25 minutes, and reconvened at 8:59 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the motion was made by Councilmember Rasmussen 
and seconded by Councilmember Davis to adjourn the meeting. On vote,  

Motion carried (6-0). 
 

  

                                                           
3 CLERK’S NOTE: Executive Session added at the time of the meeting. 
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MEETING ADJOURNED: 9:02 p.m. 
 
 
 
              
Geoffrey Thomas, Mayor    Elizabeth M. Smoot, MMC, City Clerk 
 
Minutes approved at the Regular Business Meeting of August 23, 2016. 
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL 
Agenda Bill No. 16-111 

 

SUBJECT: East Monroe – GMHB Compliance Date Extension Request 

DATE: DEPT: CONTACT: PRESENTER: ITEM: 
08/23/2016 Community 

Development 
Dave Osaki David Osaki New Business #1 

Discussion: 08/23/2016 

Attachments: 1. Ordinance No. 003/2016

REQUESTED ACTION: Authorize and direct the Mayor and City Attorney to request an 
extension of the Growth Management Hearings Board’s September 28, 2016, compliance 
deadline in Case No. 14-3-0006c for a period up to 12 months; request that the GMHB rescind 
its order of invalidity, notify the Board of the City’s adoption of interim Ordinance No. 003/2016, 
which formally designates and reaffirms the East Monroe Area Limited Open Space (LOS), and 
confirm that the LOS zoning designation remains in effect and governs the East Monroe area 
during the compliance remand period; and to take all necessary and appropriate measures 
related to this action. 

DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
On April 1, 2016, the Growth Management Hearings Board (GMHB) issued an Order Finding 
Continuing Non-Compliance for the East Monroe Comprehensive Plan Map amendment and 
Zoning Map amendment (GMHB Case No. 14-3-0006c). The GMHB Order Finding Continuing 
Non-Compliance set a compliance deadline of September 28, 2016. 

In issuing its Order, the GMHB entered an order of invalidity with regards to the East Monroe 
Comprehensive Plan amendment and Zoning Map amendment ordinances (City of Monroe 
Ordinance No. 015/2015 and Ordinance No. 016/2016). 

Since the time of the April 1, 2016, GMHB Order Finding Continuing Non-Compliance, several 
related events have taken place including:  

1. A legal challenge by the Heritage Baptist Church of the GMHB decision; and
2. The City of Monroe’s passage of Interim Zoning for the East Monroe parcels

[Ordinance No. 003/2016 (see attachment 1)].

A summary of these events follows:  
1. Heritage Baptist Church v. Central Puget Sound Growth Management Board

Subsequent to the GMHB’s April 1, 2016, final decision and Order, the applicant for the East
Monroe Comprehensive Plan Amendment, Heritage Baptist Church, filed a lawsuit in
Superior Court challenging the GMHB’s final decision and Order.
Further, the Heritage Baptist Church requested certification by the Superior Court for direct
review by the Court of Appeals. That certification was granted.

On August 8, 2016, the Washington State Court of Appeals Division I granted Heritage
Baptist Church’s motion for direct review. This means the case will now bypass Superior
Court and proceed directly to the adjudication by the Court of Appeals.

MCC Agenda 08/23/2016
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2. City of Monroe Ordinance No. 003/2016
On May 3, 2016, the Monroe City Council passed Ordinance No. 003/2016, which adopted
interim zoning pursuant to RCW 36.70A.390, RCW 36.70A.302, and RCW 35A.63.220.
Ordinance No. 003/2016 adopted and reaffirmed the continued zoning designation of the
East Monroe area (consisting of Snohomish County tax assessor parcel numbers 270706-
001-025-00, 270705-002-061-00, 270705-002-062-00, 270705-002-063-00, and 270705-
002-064-00) as Limited Open Space (LOS) during the compliance remand period in
CPSGMHB Case No. 14-3-0006c; adopted supportive findings; provided for severability;
declared an emergency; and provided for an immediate effective date.

IMPACT – BUDGET 
N/A 

TIME CONSTRAINTS 
The April 1, 2016, GMHB Order Finding Continuing Non-Compliance set a compliance due date 
of September 28, 2016. Action by the City is necessary before that time. 
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL 
Agenda Bill No. 16-112 

 

SUBJECT: Discussion: Transfer of Property to Fire District 
 
DATE: DEPT: CONTACT: PRESENTER: ITEM: 
08/23/2016 Public Works Jim Gardner Brad Feilberg New Business #2 
 
Discussion: 08/23/2016 
 
Attachments: 1. 2005 Fire District ILA 
 

REQUESTED ACTION: Consensus on direction to transfer City interest in fire department real 
and personal property to the Fire District. 

 
DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
Since the City of Monroe was incorporated in 1902, fire protection has been provided to the 
City and surrounding area in a variety of ways. This includes: a City of Monroe Fire 
Department providing service within the City only; City of Monroe Fire Department providing 
service within the City and outside the City under a contract with Fire District  No. 3; a joint 
operation between the City and Fire District No. 3; and, in 2006, the annexation of the City into 
Fire District No. 3. Most recently the voters have approved the merger of Fire District No. 3 and 
Fire District No. 7. 
As part of the 2006 annexation, Fire District No. 3 and the City of Monroe entered into an 
“Interlocal Agreement for Annexation of City of Monroe to Snohomish County Fire Protection 
District No. 3.” This agreement covered such items as who would lead the annexation effort, 
provision of fire protection services, provision of fire prevention and inspection services, and 
ownership and use of real and personal property.  
As the current interlocal agreement is with Fire District No. 3, with no provision for assignment, 
and Fire District No. 3 will cease to exist on October 1, 2016, it is necessary to enter into new 
agreements with the Fire District.  
Staff has discussed this with the Fire District and is proposing two separate agreements: 
• One agreement will cover the fire prevention and inspection services provided by the Fire 

District for the City. This is necessary because the Fire District does not have jurisdiction to 
enforce the International Fire Code and the City does not currently have the appropriate 
staff to perform these duties. 

• The other agreement will transfer the City’s ownership interest in the fire department real 
and personal property (as it existed at the end of 2005) to the Fire District. While this is not 
required, it will be a cleaner arrangement and allow the Fire District to operate “their” 
property without having to obtain permission from the City. It will also remove most costs to 
the City if any liability issues occur regarding the property. 

The current assessed value of Station No. 31 is $3,103,200. The current assessed value of 
Station No. 32 is $314,300. 
There would be no cash exchanged with the property transfer. The value received by the City 
will be the continued use for fire protection services and the elimination of liability risk. 
If, at some time in the future, the property was sold compensation would be due to the City.  
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IMPACT – BUDGET 
N/A 
 
TIME CONSTRAINTS 
Fire District Merger takes place on October 1, 2016. 
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August 19, 2016   Edition No. 33 

Mayor 

Geoffrey Thomas 
gthomas@monroewa.gov  
 
Councilmembers 

Patsy Cudaback 
Kevin Hanford 
Ed Davis  
Jason Gamble  
Jim Kamp 
Jeff Rasmussen 
Kirk Scarboro 
councilmembers@monroewa.gov  
 
City Hall 

806 West Main Street 
Monroe, WA 98272 
Phone:  360.794.7400  
Open 8AM – 5PM, M-F 
 
Appointment Openings 

No Vacancies 
 
Job Openings 

Senior Engineer – Development 
Review 
Planning Tech Part-Time 
www.monroewa.gov/jobs 
 

Events this Week 

08/12 Movies Under the Moon, 
“Jurassic World”  
Lake Tye Park, 8-10PM 
 

08/21 Summer Beats Half-
Marathon and 10K, 
Lake Tye Park,  
730AM-1230PM 
 

08/23 City Council Meeting, 
City Hall, Council 
Chambers, 7PM 
 

08/24 Farm To Table Farmer’s 
Market, Lake Tye Park, 
3-8PM 
 

08/25 Opening Day at the 
Evergreen State Fair, 
Evergreen State 
Fairgrounds, 
10AM-10PM 

08/27 Monroe Fair Days 
Parade, Main Street, 
11AM-1PM 

From the Office of Mayor Thomas 
 

To highlight some of the things going on in our community, 
I am writing this weekly city update, “Monroe This Week.” 
If you have any suggestions or questions regarding “Monroe 
This Week” or the stories below, please contact me at 
GThomas@MonroeWa.gov. 
 

Yours in Service, 

 

Mayor Geoffrey Thomas 

 

Be In The Know!  
 

Legislative Priorities 
 

Last week, Council approved the City’s legislative priorities for 
the 2017 State legislative session. These are the primary issues 
that we will be working on with our representatives at the 
County, State, and Federal levels of government next year:  
  

 SR 522: Allow Connecting Washington transportation 
investment package funds allocated for SR522 pre-
engineering and design to be available earlier, and 
allocate $300,000 to perform practical design 
assessments of the SR522 Interchange and Widening 
projects, in order to produce updated design concepts 
and accompanying design and construction estimates.  

 

 Lake Tye Park Athletic Fields: Fund installation of all-
weather multi-purpose fields for Lake Tye Park, for joint 
use by the City of Monroe Parks & Recreation 
Department and the Monroe School District.  

 

 Main Street Program Funding: Revitalize Washington 
communities and small downtown businesses struggling 
to return from the recession by expanding funding for the 
Main Street Program to allow all eligible cities to receive 
the minimum funding allowed.  

 

 Fiscal sustainability: Protect shared-revenue streams 
(Liquor revenues, Marijuana taxes, etc.) necessary for 
essential city services; and, programs cities rely upon 
(Basic Law Enforcement Academy, Municipal Services 
and Research Center, etc.). 
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City of Monroe 
Year-to-Date Comparisons 

The following are year-to-date 
comparisons  
 

Sales Tax Revenues 
‘15 to 7/31/15:  $2,255,137 
‘16 to 7/31/16:  $2,502,888 
UP $247,751 or 10.99% 
 
Real Estate Excise Tax 
‘15 to 7/31/15:  $345,565 
‘16 to 7/31/16:  $509,334 
UP $163,769 or 47.39% 
 
Lodging Tax Revenues  
‘15 to 7/31/15:  $29,285 
‘16 to 7/31/16:  $37,826 
UP $8,541 or 29.17% 
 
Business License Fees  
‘15 to 7/31/15:  $28,515 
‘16 to 7/31/16:  $27,330 
DOWN $1,185 or -4.16% 
 
Building Permit Revenues  
‘15 to 7/31/15:  $205,841 
‘16 to 7/31/16:  $418,462 
UP $212,621 or 103.29% 
 
Planning Fee Revenues  
‘15 to 7/31/15:  $80,697 
‘16 to 7/31/16:  $61,200 
DOWN $19,497 or -24.16% 
 
New House Permits 
’15 to 7/31/15:  39 
’16 to 7/31/16:  75 
UP 36 units or 92.3% 
*16 issued in July ’16; 2 in July ‘15 
 
Multi-Family Permits (# units) 
’15 to 7/31/15:  13 
’16 to 7/31/16:  4 
DOWN 9 units or -69.2%  
 
Building Division Inspections 
‘15 to 7/31/15: 1,044 
‘16 to 7/31/16: 1,217 
UP 173 or 16.6% 

(Priorities Continued) 
 

We are transmitting this list of priorities to our representatives 
this week. We will keep you posted as things progress through 
the 2017 session.   
 

Roundabout on West Main 
 

Washington State’s Department of Transportation completed 
the roundabout on the north side of SR522 on West Main Street 
about a year ago.  To date, the landscaping has not been 
completed and what has been done has not been 
maintained. The State is responsible for completing the 
landscaping and then maintaining it for two years.  At the end of 
two years, the City of Monroe will take over the maintenance.   
 

The roundabout is a gateway to our community. Residents pass 
by it daily and people attending events in town drive through the 
roundabout. It is an eyesore and an embarrassment in its 
current condition.   
 

Earlier this week, I sent a letter to the State expressing our 
community’s concerns about the condition of this roundabout. I 
am hopeful that the landscaping will be completed and repaired 
in the upcoming weeks and that the two-year maintenance will 
be completed. I will provide an update when the work is 
underway or completed.  
 

Official City Bird!!  
 

At the Tuesday, August 16, 2016, City Council meeting, 
Councilmembers declared the Vaux’s Swift the official bird for 
the City of Monroe. Tens of thousands of Vaux’s Swifts migrate 
through Monroe annually, using the chimney at Frank Wagner 
as a stopping point in the spring and the fall.  In any given night 
during the migration, up to 20,000 Vaux’s Swifts use the 
chimney to rest.   
 

For the last eight years, the Pilchuck Audubon Society, Vaux’s 
Happening, Monroe School District, and City of Monroe have 
hosted an annual “Swift Night Out” for the community in 
September drawing people from all over the region to learn 
about the Vaux’s Swift and watch them as they spiral into the 
chimney at sunset to rest for the evening.  The chimney is one 
of the largest refuges for the Vaux’s Swifts in North America.  
Adopting the City Bird as the Vaux’s Swift underscores the 
unique connection this species has to our community.   
 

It was a pleasure having representatives from the Pilchuck 
Audubon Society and Monroe School District as well as having 
Mr. Kevin Pattelle (who is developing the Vaux’s Swift sculpture 
for downtown) present to receive copies of the proclamation.   
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(Swift Continued) 
 

Thank you to our Council for adopting this designation for the 
Vaux’s Swift.   
 

Skate Park Grand Opening 
 

We had a very successful and well-attended grand opening of 
Monroe’s Blade and Board Park at Lake Tye, Saturday, August 
13, 2016. I appreciate all the work that was done to bring this 
together from design to construction.  Grindline, the company 
that constructed Monroe’s Blade and Board Park, did a stellar 
job bringing things together by Friday afternoon. THANK 
YOU!!!!! 
 

Movies Under the Moon 
 

Premiering TONIGHT, Friday, August 19, 2016, at Lake Tye 
Park, will be Jurassic World. Come early for activities for the 
whole family. The movie is set to begin at dusk. Thank you to 
our sponsors for the great line-up: 
 

 Monroe Parks and Recreation  Monroe Boys & Girls Club  

 Monroe Arts Council  Monroe YMCA 

 Monroe Concert Band  Republic Services 

 
Spiral Slide Replacement at Sky River Park 
 
This week Parks & Recreation Department staff replaced the 
damaged spiral slide at the Sky River Park playground.  We are 
happy to have a new slide in service there for children to enjoy! 

 
Photo – Parks staff Mike Thomas and Tyler Reeves pouring the 
concrete footing for the new spiral slide. 
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