
MONROE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Business Meeting
March 15, 2016, 7:00 P.M.

Council Chambers, City Hall
806 W Main Street, Monroe, WA 98272

AGENDA

Call To Order

Roll Call

Pledge Of Allegiance

Councilmember Hanford

Executive Session

Potential Litigation [RCW 42.30.110(1)(i)] (15 minutes)

Comments From Citizens
[This time is set aside for members of the audience to speak to the City Council on any issue 
related to the City of Monroe; except any quasi-judicial matter subject to a public hearing. Please 
sign in prior to the meeting; testimony is limited to 5 minutes per speaker .]

Consent Agenda

Approval of the Minutes; March 8, 2016, Regular Business Meeting

20130315 CA1 MCC Minutes 20160308.pdf

Approval of AP Checks and ACH Payments

20160315 CA2 AP Checks - ACH Payments.pdf

AB16-031: Authorize Mayor to Sign the Local Agency Consultant 
Agreement with KBA for Woods Creek Road Phase I

AB16-031_Consultant Agmt_WdsCkRdP1.pdf

AB16-032: Award Bid and Authorize Mayor to Sign Contract with 
Grindline Skateparks, Inc. for Monroe Skatepark Project

AB16-032_MonroeSkateparkContract.pdf

AB16-033: Award Bid and Authorize Mayor to Sign Consultant 
Agreement with RH2 for the Powell Street Sewer Project

AB16-033_Consultant Agmt_PwlStSewer.pdf

New Business

AB16-034: Discussion: Roosevelt Water

AB16-034_Discussion_Roosevelt Water.pdf

Final Action

AB16-035: Approval of Downtown Events and Public Art Policies

AB16-035_DT Events and Public Art Policies.pdf

Councilmember Reports

City Council Legislative Affairs Committee -- 2016 Work Plan 
(Councilmember Kamp)

20160315 CR1 LA_WorkPlan2016.pdf

Snohomish Health District Board of Directors (Councilmember 
Rasmussen)

Staff/ Department Reports

Finance - February 2016 Revenues & Expenditures

20160315 DR1 Finance Report.pdf

Mayor/ Administrative Reports

Monroe This Week (March 11, 2016, Edition No. 10)

20160315 MR1 Monroe This Week Edition 10.pdf

East County Campus Advisory Board Meeting (March 9, 2016)

20160315 MR2 E County Campus Advisory Board Mtg 030916.pdf

Lobbyist Report (Green Light Strategies)

20160315 MR3 Lobbyist Report_GLS.pdf

Draft Agenda for March 22, 2016, Regular Business Meeting

Executive Session
If needed.

Adjournment
Majority vote to extend past 10:00 p.m. 

THE CITY COUNCIL MAY ADD AND TAKE ACTION ON OTHER ITEMS NOT LISTED ON THIS 
AGENDA

Accommodations for people with disabilities will be provided upon request. Please call City Hall at 
360-794-7400. Please allow 48 hours advance notice. 

1.

1.

1.

Documents:

2.

Documents:

3.

Documents:

4.

Documents:

5.

Documents:

1.

Documents:

1.

Documents:

1.

Documents:

2.

1.

Documents:

1.

Documents:

2.

Documents:

3.

Documents:

4.



MONROE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Business Meeting
March 15, 2016, 7:00 P.M.

Council Chambers, City Hall
806 W Main Street, Monroe, WA 98272

AGENDA

Call To Order

Roll Call

Pledge Of Allegiance

Councilmember Hanford

Executive Session

Potential Litigation [RCW 42.30.110(1)(i)] (15 minutes)

Comments From Citizens
[This time is set aside for members of the audience to speak to the City Council on any issue 
related to the City of Monroe; except any quasi-judicial matter subject to a public hearing. Please 
sign in prior to the meeting; testimony is limited to 5 minutes per speaker .]

Consent Agenda

Approval of the Minutes; March 8, 2016, Regular Business Meeting

20130315 CA1 MCC Minutes 20160308.pdf

Approval of AP Checks and ACH Payments

20160315 CA2 AP Checks - ACH Payments.pdf

AB16-031: Authorize Mayor to Sign the Local Agency Consultant 
Agreement with KBA for Woods Creek Road Phase I

AB16-031_Consultant Agmt_WdsCkRdP1.pdf

AB16-032: Award Bid and Authorize Mayor to Sign Contract with 
Grindline Skateparks, Inc. for Monroe Skatepark Project

AB16-032_MonroeSkateparkContract.pdf

AB16-033: Award Bid and Authorize Mayor to Sign Consultant 
Agreement with RH2 for the Powell Street Sewer Project

AB16-033_Consultant Agmt_PwlStSewer.pdf

New Business

AB16-034: Discussion: Roosevelt Water

AB16-034_Discussion_Roosevelt Water.pdf

Final Action

AB16-035: Approval of Downtown Events and Public Art Policies

AB16-035_DT Events and Public Art Policies.pdf

Councilmember Reports

City Council Legislative Affairs Committee -- 2016 Work Plan 
(Councilmember Kamp)

20160315 CR1 LA_WorkPlan2016.pdf

Snohomish Health District Board of Directors (Councilmember 
Rasmussen)

Staff/ Department Reports

Finance - February 2016 Revenues & Expenditures

20160315 DR1 Finance Report.pdf

Mayor/ Administrative Reports

Monroe This Week (March 11, 2016, Edition No. 10)

20160315 MR1 Monroe This Week Edition 10.pdf

East County Campus Advisory Board Meeting (March 9, 2016)

20160315 MR2 E County Campus Advisory Board Mtg 030916.pdf

Lobbyist Report (Green Light Strategies)

20160315 MR3 Lobbyist Report_GLS.pdf

Draft Agenda for March 22, 2016, Regular Business Meeting

Executive Session
If needed.

Adjournment
Majority vote to extend past 10:00 p.m. 

THE CITY COUNCIL MAY ADD AND TAKE ACTION ON OTHER ITEMS NOT LISTED ON THIS 
AGENDA

Accommodations for people with disabilities will be provided upon request. Please call City Hall at 
360-794-7400. Please allow 48 hours advance notice. 

1.

1.

1.

Documents:

2.

Documents:

3.

Documents:

4.

Documents:

5.

Documents:

1.

Documents:

1.

Documents:

1.

Documents:

2.

1.

Documents:

1.

Documents:

2.

Documents:

3.

Documents:

4.

http://www.monroewa.gov/bfba6daa-6cd8-47ed-a5b9-f72214ee9989


MONROE CITY COUNCIL MARCH 8, 2016 

Page 1 of 4 

CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE 
 
The March 8, 2016, Regular Business Meeting of the Monroe City Council was called to 
order by Mayor Thomas at 7:00 p.m.; Council Chambers, City Hall.  
 
Councilmembers present: Cudaback, Davis, Gamble1, Hanford, Kamp, Rasmussen, 

and Scarboro. 
 
Staff members present: Brazel, Farrell, Feilberg, Nelson, Osaki, Quenzer, Smoot, 

and Warthan. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Thomas. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

1. Potential Litigation [RCW 42.30.110(1)(i)] (15 minutes) 
 
Mayor Thomas stated there was no longer a need for an executive session. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS 
 

1. Presentation: Monroe Community Coalition (J. Neigel) 
 
Mr. Joe Neigel presented information on the Monroe Community Coalition, including: 
community partnerships; Coalition restructuring; federal, state and local prevention 
funding; what the coalition does; data collected (marijuana use, root causes); Healthy 
Youth Survey (results from 2012 and 2014); emerging issues (e-cigarette usage, youth 
depression, anxiety, contemplation of suicide); connections; 2015 Annual Community 
Survey results; and call to action. 
 
Councilmembers Hanford and Gamble requested the Monroe Community Coalition 
return to speak at a future Council Meeting and present action recommendations. 
 
COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS 
 
There were no persons present wishing to address the City Council. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Approval of the Minutes; March 1, 2016, Regular Business Meeting 
2. Approval of Payroll Warrants and ACH Payments (Check Nos. 34609 through 

34648 and ACH Payments in a total amount of $1,068,528.66) 
3. AB16-027: Award Bid and Authorize the Mayor to Sign Contract with Oceanside 

Construction, Inc. for Columbia and Elizabeth Street Watermain Project 
4. AB16-028: Accept and Authorize Mayor to Sign Stormwater Quality Capacity 

Grant from Washington State Department of Ecology (TENTATIVE) 
 
                                                           
1 CLERK’S NOTE: Councilmember Gamble arrived at approximately 7:02 p.m. just following the Pledge. 
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Councilmember Rasmussen moved to approve the Consent Agenda; the 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Kamp. On vote, 

Motion carried (7-0). 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

1. AB16-029: Discussion: Strategic Financial Panning - Continued 
 
Mayor Thomas provided background information on AB16-029 and the continued 
discussion on Strategic Financial Planning; and requested Council’s input on what 
additional information is needed. 
 
General discussion ensued regarding taxing thresholds, high priority positions (all full 
time employees), funding one police officer position in 2017 and the second in 2018, 
funding sources, designating the permit tech position as high priority, and downtown 
parking options. Council requested this item go to the April 5, 2016, City Council 
Finance and Human Resources Committee Meeting for further discussion. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. AB16-030: Discussion: Downtown Events and Public Art Policies 
 
Mr. Mike Farrell, Parks and Recreation Director, provided background information on 
AB16-030 and the proposed/draft Downtown Events and Public Arts Policies; including 
additional edits based on review by the City Attorney. 
 
General discussion ensued regarding the waiver policy, timeline for application and 
events, current and potential events that might apply for the waivers, eligibility, event 
road closures, permanent versus temporary art/sculptures, and growth of the art policy 
as the program progresses. Mr. Farrell stated the policies would be before Council for 
approval on March 15, 2016. 
 
COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS 
 

1. City Council Legislative Affairs Committee 
 
Councilmember Kamp, Committee Chairperson, reviewed the items discussed at the 
Tuesday, March 8, 2016, City Council Legislative Affairs Committee Meeting, including: 
the 2016 Work Plan and proposed amendments to the Council Rules of Procedure.  
The 2016 Legislative Affairs Committee Work Plan will be presented to the full Council 
on March 15, 2016. 
 

2. Community Transit Board of Directors Meeting (Councilmember Cudaback) 
 
Councilmember Cudaback reported on the items discussed at the March 3, 2016, 
Community Transit Board of Directors Meeting, including: proposed services changes 
planned for September 2016 and March 2017, public meetings/hearings scheduled to 
gather input on the proposed services changes, and the Transit Development Plan. 
 
MCC Agenda 03/15/2016 
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3. Individual Reports 
 
Councilmember Gamble commented on baseball season, the upcoming ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at the new Monroe High School ball field, and need for additional lighted 
fields within Monroe. 
 
Councilmember Rasmussen commented on an upcoming dodgeball tournament. 
 
Councilmember Hanford commented on the upcoming Affordable Housing Breakfast. 
 
STAFF/DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
Mr. Ben Warthan, Human Resources Director/IT Manager, reported on updating 
Councilmember Outlook passwords. 
 
Mr. Farrell reported on attendance at the Rural Tourism Workshop and potentially 
setting up a group to regularly meet to coordinate on local tourism activities and 
marketing. 
 
Mr. Dave Osaki, Community Development Director, reported on the East Monroe 
GMHB Decision (none received), staffing levels, and a Permit Processing Stakeholders 
meeting held the previous week and feedback received thereto. Mr. Osaki stated he will 
provide more information on sub-regional centers via email. 
 

1. Public Works Report 
 
Mr. Brad Feilberg, Public Works Director, noted the report included in the packet for the 
meeting; and reported on the following projects: Tjerne Place SE Extension; sidewalks; 
Columbia and Elizabeth Street watermain replacements; and Rivmont design. General 
discussion ensued regarding the Tjerne project ribbon-cutting ceremony, potentially to 
be scheduled in May 2016. 
 
MAYOR/ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 

1. Monroe This Week (March 4, 2016, Edition No. 9) 
 
Mayor Thomas reported on meetings held and events attended the previous week and 
other forthcoming items; including a meeting with Roosevelt Water District, SR522 
funding, Permit Processing Stakeholders meeting, and Real Estate Excise Tax (REET). 
 

2. PSRC – Economic Development District Board 
 
Mayor Thomas reported on the items discussed at the March 2, 2016, PSRC – 
Economic Development District Board Meeting, including an economic strategy for the 
region on import and export. 
  

MCC Agenda 03/15/2016 
Page 3 of 4

Consent Agenda #1



MONROE CITY COUNCIL MARCH 8, 2016 

Page 4 of 4 

3. Lobbyist Report (Green Light Strategies) 
 
Mr. Brazel noted information in the agenda packet provided by Green Light Strategies, 
the City’s Lobbying Firm. 
 

3. Draft Agenda for March 15, 2016, Regular Business Meeting 
 
Mr. Brazel reviewed the draft agenda for the March 15, 2016, Monroe City Council 
Regular Business Meeting, the extended agenda, and additions/edits thereto. 
Councilmember Gamble and Rasmussen noted they would both be late for the meeting. 
It was noted that the March 15, 2016, City Council Transportation/Planning, Public 
Works, Parks & Recreation and Public Safety Committee Meeting is cancelled. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the motion was made by Councilmember Hanford and 
seconded by Councilmember Kamp to adjourn the meeting.  On vote,  

Motion carried (7-0). 
 

MEETING ADJOURNED: 8:56 p.m. 
 
 
 
              
Geoffrey Thomas, Mayor    Elizabeth M. Smoot, MMC, City Clerk 
 
Minutes approved at the Regular Business Meeting of March 15, 2016. 
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL 
Agenda Bill No. 16-031 

 

SUBJECT: Authorize Mayor to Sign the Local Agency Consultant Agreement with 
KBA for Woods Creek Road Phase I 

 
DATE: DEPT: CONTACT: PRESENTER: ITEM: 
03/15/2016 Public Works 

Design & 
Construction 

Jim Gardner Brad Feilberg Consent Agenda #3 

 
Discussion: 12/15/2009; 12/16/2014; 03/15/2016 
 
Attachments: 1. Local Agency Consultant Agreement 
 

REQUESTED ACTION: Move to authorize the Mayor to sign the Local Agency Consultant 
Agreement with KBA for Woods Creek Road Phase I; and expressly authorize further minor 
revisions by the Mayor to the extent deemed necessary or appropriate. 

 
DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
The City accepted an award of $1,791,000 from the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
(CMAQ) fund in January 2015 for a multipurpose path along Woods Creek Road.     
 
This project proposes to provide pedestrian and bicycle facilities on the northwest side of 
Woods Creek Road from the trail at The Farm near Country Crescent to Oaks Street. 
These Road improvements will dramatically improve pedestrian and bicyclist access and 
safety along this stretch of the road. 
 
On December 15, 2009, Council approved a design contract with Otak, Inc. for engineering 
design for the Woods Creek Road Phase 1 project. The design was completed in 2011 and 
shelved in 2012 pending construction funding. The existing plans have been updated by Otak 
to meet current standards at the City’s expense. 
 
Due to the specialized CMAQ documentation requirements, the City has advertised for a 
Construction Management Consultant to insure that all necessary inspections are completed 
and the proper paperwork is filed. After proper advertising and interviewing of qualified firms, 
KBA was chosen to provide this service to the City.   
 
IMPACT – BUDGET 
This service was included in the grant application and is included in the approved 2016 budget.   
Grant $1,792,000 - CMAC Federal funds 
Match $279,000 - City of Monroe Capitol Street Fund (318) 

 

 
TIME CONSTRAINTS 
The project has been sent out to bid. The consultant needs to be accepted to provide time to 
study the plans and specifications in preparation of construction.   
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL 
Agenda Bill No. 16-032 

 

SUBJECT: Award Bid and Authorize Mayor to Sign Contract with Grindline 
Skateparks, Inc. for Monroe Skatepark Project 

 
DATE: DEPT: CONTACT: PRESENTER: ITEM: 
03/15/2016 Parks & Rec. Mike Farrell Mike Farrell Consent Agenda #4 
 
Discussion: 6/24/2014, 9/22/2015, 03/15/2016 
 
Attachments: 1. None 
 

REQUESTED ACTION: Move to award the Monroe Skatepark Project to Grindline Skateparks, 
Inc. in an amount of $307,963.31, along with funds per Section 4.2.1.3 of the Procurement 
Policies and Procedures for possible change orders; authorize the Mayor to sign the 
construction contract thereto; and expressly authorize further minor revisions to the extent 
deemed necessary or appropriate. 

 
DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
Bids were opened on Monday, February 29, 2016, at 12:00 p.m. for the Monroe Skatepark 
Project. One bid was received for $307,963.31. The Engineer’s Estimate was $245,000. 
 
Apparent Low:  Grindline Skateparks, Inc. $307,963.31 
 
After an initial review, state licensing verification, and reference calls, the apparent low bidder 
is Grindline Skateparks, Inc. The bid is responsive. 
 
IMPACT – BUDGET 
Total available funding for the project is $360,000, which includes $240,000 budgeted in Parks 
CIP and $120,000 through an awarded Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program Grant.   
 
TIME CONSTRAINTS 
Award of bid allows for the development phase of the project to commence with an anticipated 
start of construction in April and completion by mid-summer. 
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL 
Agenda Bill No. 16-033 

 

SUBJECT: Authorize Mayor to Sign Consultant Agreement with RH2 for design of  
the Powell Street Sewer Project 

 
DATE: DEPT: CONTACT: PRESENTER: ITEM: 
03/15/2016 Public Works 

Design & 
Construction 

Jim Gardner Brad Feilberg Consent Agenda #5 

 
Discussion: 01/19/2016, 03/15/2016 
 
Attachments: 1. Local Agency Consultant Agreement 
 

REQUESTED ACTION: Authorize Mayor to sign the Consultant Agreement with RH2 for 
design of the Powell Street Sewer Project, and expressly authorize further minor revisions as 
deemed necessary or appropriate. 

 
DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
The City of Monroe desires to decommission an existing aged water main and sewer main 
from an old, abandoned alley easement. This project location is in the middle of the block 
bordered by Park Street (east), S. Kelsey Street (west), Powell Street (north), and Terrace 
Street (south). Some existing structures are very close to these utilities, presenting risk should 
the utilities fail.  
 
The project scope includes constructing new sewer and water mains in public streets 
(Powell Street and Park Street), and redirect the affected residential utility connections to these 
new mains.   
 
RH2 Engineering, Inc. (RH2), has been selected to prepare project construction documents 
(plans and specifications), lead public outreach efforts for stakeholder awareness and design 
input, and assist the City with project’s contractor bidding phase. There is also an option for 
RH2 to assist during construction. Construction assistance will be determined at the conclusion 
of the bidding phase, and if optioned a new scope of work and corresponding fee will be 
determined at that time. 
 
IMPACT – BUDGET 
The requested expenditure to fund the consultant agreement (plus contingency) for the Powell 
Street Sewer Project is $65,000. This amount will be shared approximately 50/50 between the 
Sewer Capital Fund (422) and the Water Capital Fund (412). 
 
TIME CONSTRAINTS 
The proposed project schedule includes having the design completed by June 2016 for 
construction later in the summer/fall of 2016. The design development phase timeline is tight 
and as such the consultant needs to start as soon as possible to meet this schedule. 
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Powell Street Sewer Replacement Project

Prepare project design documents, conduct 
public outreach, with the option of support 
during construction. 

RH2 Engineering, Inc.
22722 29th Drive SE, Suite 210
Bothell, WA 98021

John Hendron, P.E.
425-951-5326
jhendron@rh2.com

91-1108443
422-000-120-594-35-65-00
412-000-120-594-34-65-00

Jim Gardner, P.E.
806 West Main Street
Monroe, WA 98272
360-863-4542
jgardner@monroewa.gov

$65,000.00

December 31, 2016

 X

ATTACHMENT 1
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL 
Agenda Bill No. 16-034 

 

SUBJECT: Discussion: Roosevelt Water 
 
DATE: DEPT: CONTACT: PRESENTER: ITEM: 
03/15/2016 Public Works Brad Feilberg Brad Feilberg New Business #1 
 
Discussion: 03/15/2016 
 
Attachments: 1. Water service areas in the Roosevelt Road area. 
 

REQUESTED ACTION: Discussion. 

 
DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
In the early to mid-1990s the North Snohomish County Coordinated Water System Plan 
established water service area boundaries for the water purveyors in “north” Snohomish 
County including the City of Monroe. The City of Monroe Water Service Area was established 
west of Roosevelt Road and south of the SR 2 bypass right-of-way with the concurrence of the 
Roosevelt Water Association. At that time the area was served by the Roosevelt Water 
Association and it was understood that as the City expanded water service would transfer to 
the City as new development occurred. 
 
Two residential subdivisions are currently underway adjacent to Roosevelt Road and it is time 
to develop a transition plan for water service in the area. Mayor Thomas and City staff met with 
the Roosevelt Water Association and interested members on February 29, 2016. The City 
presented the following short- and long-term options for their consideration. 
 
Roosevelt Water Association Customers and Service Area Transfer Options: 

1. Short Term Options (Bear Mountain and south) 
A. Status Quo 

i. Bear Mountain and existing customers to the south 
a. RWA continues to serve 13125, 13415, 13411 Roosevelt Road 
b. COM serves customers within plats 

ii. North of Bear Mountain 
a. RWA continues to serve existing customers 

B. Service by Service Area Provider 
i. RWA installs new main on west side of Roosevelt Rd 

a. RWA continues to serve customers on west side of Roosevelt Rd 
ii. COM assumes responsibility for existing Main on east side of Roosevelt Rd  

a. COM serves existing and new customers on east side of Roosevelt Rd 
C. Single Main 

i. RWA transfers service area (13030, 13118, 13330, US 2) to COM 
ii. RWA transfers watermain, easements, etc. within that area to COM 
iii. COM assumes responsibility for water system components 
iv. COM serves existing and new customers on both sides of Roosevelt Rd from 

13030 south 
2. Long Term Options (north of Bear Mountain) 

A. Service by Service Area Provider  
i. RWA installs new watermain on west side of Roosevelt Rd 

a. RWA continues to serve customers on west side of Roosevelt Rd 
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ii. COM assumes responsibility for existing Main on east side of Roosevelt Rd  
a. COM serves existing and new customers on east side of Roosevelt Rd 

B. Single Main 
i. RWA transfers service area south of US 2 bypass right-of-way  to COM 
ii. RWA transfers watermain, easements, etc. within that area to COM 
iii. COM assumes responsibility for water system components 
iv. COM serves existing and new customers on both sides of Roosevelt Rd south 

of US 2 bypass right-of-way 
 
The board is reviewing the options and will let us know how they wish to proceed. 
 
During the meeting a question was asked regarding utility taxes on water service for those 
Roosevelt Water Association customers currently located within the City of Monroe. This led to 
the discovery that Roosevelt Water Association has not been paying the utility tax required by 
Monroe Municipal Code Section 5.20.060. Roosevelt Water Association has been notified that 
they will be required to pay this tax effective March 8, 2016. 
 
IMPACT – BUDGET 
N/A 
 
TIME CONSTRAINTS 
N/A 
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MONROE CITY COUNCIL 
Agenda Bill No. 16-035 

SUBJECT: Approval of Downtown Events and Public Art Policies 

DATE: DEPT: CONTACT: PRESENTER: ITEM: 
03/15/2016 Parks & Rec. Mike Farrell Mike Farrell Final Action #1 

Discussion: 03/08/2016; 03/15/2016 

Attachments: 1. Downtown Events Waiver Policy for City Services
2. Public Art Policy

REQUESTED ACTION: Move to approve the Downtown Events Waiver Policy for City 
Services and Public Art Policy. 

DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 
In order to encourage special events to occur within the newly renovated downtown core, and 
to commission a piece of public art to be sited within the same downtown plaza area, the City 
Council budgeted a total of $15,000 for 2016 to accomplish both initiatives. Staff has 
researched and drafted the attached policies to implement these programs.   

Downtown Events Waiver Policy for City Services 
A fee waiver policy is proposed for City services in conjunction with approved special events 
held within the downtown. Feedback from event organizers pointed to the costs associated 
with required street closures for events, with costs ranging from $600-$800 plus as an obstacle 
to their event budgets. The policy puts in place a mechanism to address this through a fee 
waiver for City services up to $1,000 per event until the annual budget amount is exhausted. 
Staff proposes that up to $5,000 of the 2016 budgeted amount be utilized for this new program, 
which could support five (5) special events. It is important to consider the aggregate 
interruptions to downtown businesses, which is factored into the proposed limit of $5,000. 
The goals of this policy include: to encourage existing and new special events to occur in the 
newly renovated downtown core that promote tourism, to foster economic revitalization of the 
downtown, and to provide cultural activities for residents. 

Public Art Policy 
A public art policy is proposed to guide the purpose, goals, selection criteria, and procedures 
for public art in City-owned areas. The policy, when approved, will provide support for Staff to 
implement a Call-for-Sculptors to commission an outdoor sculpture sited within the newly-
renovated downtown plaza area. Staff has researched similar art policies and programs 
throughout the region and has consulted with the Monroe Arts Council in drafting the policy 
and Call-for-Sculptors. Staff proposes that $10,000 of the 2016 budgeted amount be utilized 
for a downtown art sculpture. Submitters are free to solicit matching funds, but not required. 
The unique pervious sidewalk system, coupled with the uncertainty of a final art sculpture 
product’s installation requirements (as it may vary), may produce a need for additional funding 
of up to $2,500 for a structural base support/foundation.   

IMPACT – BUDGET 
The 2016 Budget includes $15,000 designated to support new and existing special events that 
occur in the newly-renovated downtown core, and also to initiate a public art program in order 
to commission a sculpture to be sited within the newly-renovated downtown core.  
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TIME CONSTRAINTS 
As soon as possible to allow for implementation of the two new programs. 
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Downtown Events Waiver Policy for City Services Policy AB16-135 
Page 1 of 2 

CITY OF MONROE 

POLICY SUBJECT: Waiver for City Services for Downtown Events 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 2016-XXX 

EFFECTIVE DATE: March 15, 2016 

APPROVED: 

_____ Mayor _____ City Administrator 

SUBMITTED TO COUNCIL: 

N/A   X  Yes Date: March 15, 2016 
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Downtown Events Waiver Policy for City Services Policy AB16-135 
Page 2 of 2 

1.0 PURPOSE: 
 
The City of Monroe recognizes that special events held in the downtown, such as: fun 
runs, roadway foot races, fundraising walks, bike-a-thons, parades, car shows, and 
street fairs, promote tourism, foster economic revitalization of the downtown, and 
provide cultural activities for residents. The Monroe Municipal Code (MMC) chapter for 
Special Events (MMC 5.28.110) states that fees for the use of City services and 
equipment may be waived in part or in full if the event is of sufficient community benefit 
to warrant the expenditure of City funds without reimbursement by the 
applicant/sponsor.  
 
2.0 GOALS: 
 

• Encourage existing and new special events to occur in the newly renovated 
downtown core that promote tourism, foster economic revitalization of the 
downtown, and provide cultural activities for residents. 

• Utilize the special event-friendly design of the newly renovated downtown 
street plaza area. 

 
3.0 ELIGIBILITY (all must be satisfied for waiver): 
 

• The applicant otherwise satisfies all applicable criteria for issuance of a 
Special Event Permit pursuant to Chapter 5.28 MMC. 

• Event must occur within Monroe’s downtown core. 
• Event necessitates closure of road(s) by City staff. 
• Fee waiver for City services up to $1,000 per event until exhaustion of fee 

waiver aggregate limit established annually in the City’s budget. 
• Limit of two (2) fee waiver requests per organization/applicant per calendar 

year. 
• First come-first served. 
• Event must fulfill the purpose and goals in sections 1 and 2 above. 
• Applicant must provide an estimate of the number of people expected to 

attend the event and provide an estimate of the number of attendees 
following the event. 

 
4.0 PROCEDURE: 
 
The organization/applicant shall: 

• Submit a completed Special Event Permit application for event held in the 
downtown that necessitates a road closure. 

• Submit a Downtown Event Fee Waiver form. 
 

Nothing in this policy is intended to alter the City’s codified standards and procedures 
for waiving service fees for First Amendment events pursuant to MMC 5.28.110. 

 
 

***End of Document*** 
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Public Art Policy AB16-035 
Page 1 of 6 

CITY OF MONROE 

POLICY SUBJECT: Public Art 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 2016-XXX 

EFFECTIVE DATE: March 15, 2016 

APPROVED: 

_____ Mayor _____ City Administrator 

SUBMITTED TO COUNCIL: 

N/A   X  Yes Date: March 15, 2016 
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Public Art Policy AB16-035 
Page 2 of 6 

1.0 PURPOSE: 
 

1.1 The City of Monroe views public art as integral to the Monroe community’s 
fabric by improving quality of life, enhancing community identity, 
strengthening economic development and tourism, and enriching the spirit 
and pride of its citizens.  To this end, the City may periodically acquire, 
fund or otherwise commission the creation of certain works of art for 
installation and display on designated areas that are owned or controlled 
by the City.  The purpose of this policy is to establish the standards and 
procedures that will inform the selection of such public art and its location.   

 
1.2 This policy only addresses the selection of public art that that is acquired, 

funded or otherwise commissioned by the City.  This policy does not 
address or otherwise purport to regulate the display of art by members of 
the public in places and/or in the manner otherwise allowed under 
applicable federal, state and local law.  Without prejudice to the foregoing, 
nothing in this policy is intended to create a public forum for the purpose of 
expression.    

 
1.3 The City may periodically designate one or more areas of public property 

for temporary artistic displays, including without limitation art shows, 
contests similar events.  The standards and procedures governing such 
temporary displays shall be established by separate policy and are not set 
forth herein.          

 
2.0 KEY TERMS 
 

2.1 “Public Art” means: (i) any visual work of art; (ii) that is lawfully displayed on 
a permanent or semi-permanent basis in  an area owned or controlled by the 
City, including without limitation on the exterior of any City-owned facility, 
inside any City-owned facility, or on other property that is leased or otherwise 
controlled by the City; and (iii) that is acquired, funded or otherwise 
commissioned, in whole or in part,  by the City. 

 
2.2 “Work of art” includes, but is not limited to, the art forms of: sculpture, 

monument, mural, fresco, relief, fountain, banner, benches, architectural 
furniture, and performance art facilities.  Work of art includes, but is not 
limited to, the art mediums of: weaving, carving, painting, assemblage, 
collage, welding, casting, and sculpting.  

 
2.3 “Selection Committee” is a body composed of City staff and invited 

representatives from local organizations such as: the Monroe Park Board, 
Monroe Planning Commission, Monroe Arts Council, Monroe Chamber of 
Commerce, and Downtown Monroe Association, as appointed by the Mayor. 
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Public Art Policy AB16-035 
Page 3 of 6 

3.0 PUBLIC ART GOALS 
 

A. To curate a diverse public art collection. 
B. To facilitate exposure to public art. 
C. To use public art to reflect the characteristics of the greater Monroe community. 

 
4.0 SELECTION CRITERIA 
 
Proposed public art acquisitions will be evaluated on the following criteria: 
 

4.1 Work shall exhibit artistic quality and craftsmanship. 
Does the proposed artwork have a strong aesthetic merit? Criteria for 
aesthetic quality should include: 
A. Durability and craftsmanship in fabrication; 
B. Relationship of artwork to other works in the City’s public art collection as 

a whole; 
C. Appropriateness of artwork scale to the proposed site; 
D. Appropriateness of artwork to other aspects of its surroundings; and 
E. Artist's credentials and recognition. 

 
4.2 Work shall be original.  

 
4.3 Works that incorporate and/or reflect Monroe’s natural geographical 

features, rich history and cultural diversity shall be encouraged (media, 
subject matter, size, etc.). 

 
4.4 Works shall not include nudity, pornography, obscenity, profanity or 

overtly partisan and/or political advocacy. 
 

4.5 Work shall be suitable size and media for the recommended site.  
 

4.6 Budget and Contractual Information. 
A. Projected costs must be accurate and realistic as demonstrated by 

artist/fabricator and/or installer estimates. 
B. If the site present special obstacles (e.g. poor drainage, steep slope) have 

these obstacles been adequately addressed? 
 

4.7 Vandalism and Safety. 
In considering the type, size and location of proposed works of art, any 
relevant concerns regarding potential vandalism and public safety issues shall 
be taken into account. 
A. Description of potential safety hazards and how they have been 

addressed. 
B. Describe elements of the artwork that might the work be prone to 

vandalism and how this potential for vandalism has been addressed. 
C. Describe how specific issue of graffiti vandalism has been addressed.  
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Public Art Policy AB16-035 
Page 4 of 6 

4.8 Durability - Routine and Long-Term Maintenance 
A. Estimated accounting of on-going maintenance requirements and cost. 
B. Dimensions. 
C. Materials. 
D. Colors. 
E. Power, plumbing or other utility requirements. 
F. Construction/installation method. 
G. Fabricator is qualified to install the work and carries adequate insurance to 

meet city standards. 
 

4.9 Timeline 
Can the proposal/ artist meet the timeline established? 

 
5.0 AQUISITION, RELOCATION AND DEACCESSION PROCEDURES 
 

5.1 Acquisition 
 

5.1.1  Call for Art 
 

A. Eligibility: 
Whenever the City desires to commission the creation of a work of 
art, the selection committee shall develop and issue a call 
specifying the general parameters of the proposal.    

 
B. Selected Location for Public Art Display: 

City shall select public locations for public art display subject to 
space availability, applicable regulations and policies, and 
prioritization of public uses.  The City Council shall make the final 
determination regarding the specific location for the installation of 
public art.  

 
C. Specifications: 

1. City shall select a suitable scale for dimensions and artistic 
quality of public art. 

2. Each work of art must require minimum maintenance and be 
able to withstand the effects of weather, be as resistant as 
possible to vandalism, able to withstand possible pedestrian 
contact, and not impede either walking or driving traffic. 

3. It is the artist’s responsibility to deliver the work of art at the 
specified site by the established deadline. 

4. The City of Monroe reserves the right to reject any work of art 
that, when completed, differs from the original proposal, or does 
not meet standards of durability, safety, and quality. 

5. Installation/Anchoring specifications to be determined by the 
City of Monroe for installation of the selected sculpture. 
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Public Art Policy AB16-035 
Page 5 of 6 

D. Purchase Amount: 
To be determined on a case-specific basis through dedicated 
budgeting funding actions taken by the City Council. 

  
E. Selection Process: 

City shall develop a case-specific selection process utilizing 
selection criteria described in Section 4 of this policy.  

 
5.1.2 Unsolicited Donation 

 
A. All accepted donated works become part of the City art collection 

and, as such, may be relocated at the City’s discretion unless 
otherwise specified by contract. 
 

B. Unrestricted monetary donations to help fund public art acquisitions 
may be accepted by the City at any time. Donations with conditions 
or restrictions, such as use for acquisition of a specific artwork or 
theme, will be reviewed and accepted in accordance with this policy 
and any other applicable regulations, and shall be declined if the 
conditions or restrictions are not approved. 

 
C. For a work proposed for loan to the City, the owner or owner’s 

representative will be required to enter into an Art Display 
Agreement, in a form approved by the City Attorney, setting forth 
the length of the loan and other terms such as location, 
maintenance requirements, insurance, value of art work, installation 
and removal responsibility, and other conditions pertinent to the 
agreement. 

 
D. Donated or loaned art work will include identifying plaques if 

accepted by the City at the sole cost of the donor.  
 
E. If applicable, loaned artwork may be subsequently purchased by 

the City if there is sufficient public support to acquire it via public 
fundraising or City Council action. 
 

F. The provisions of this policy shall be construed in accordance with, 
and shall be subordinate to, the applicable requirements of Chapter 
3.40 MMC.  

 
5.2  Relocation 

 
The purpose of this section is to provide procedures for the relocation of City owned or 
loaned art work.  
 
The City may relocate any public art work upon if one or more of the following criteria 
are satisfied: 
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Public Art Policy AB16-035 
Page 6 of 6 

A. The condition or security of the art work cannot be reasonably guaranteed in its 
present location. 

B. The art work presents a public safety risk in its present location. 
C. Significant changes in the use, character or actual design of the site require a re-

evaluation of the art work’s relationship to the site. 
D. A more suitable location for the artwork has been identified by the City. 
E. The site is needed, in the City’s sole discretion, for different public use.  

 
5.3  Deaccession 

 
To provide procedures for the deaccession of City owned art work. 

A. Review of any restriction which may apply to the specific work. 
B. Assessment of options for storage or disposition of art work, which may include 

sale, trade, return to the artist, or gift. 
C. Analysis of reasons for deaccessioning and recommendation to City Council for 

the final decision.  
 
6.0 Modification; Third-Party Rights.  
 
The City may modify, supplement and/or repeal this policy at any time in the City’s sole 
discretion. This policy is for the exclusive use and convenience of the City. Nothing 
herein shall be construed as vesting any enforceable rights in or for any other parties.  
 
 
 
 

***End of Document*** 
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Legislative Affairs Committee  

 

MCC LA 2016 WORK PLAN Page 1 of 1 

 
 

2016 WORK PLAN 
 

 
• Council Rules of Procedures Updates/Amendments 

o Comments from Citizens - Timing 
o Seating Arrangements 
o Council compensation > Salary Commission 
o RRO/Motions 
o Decorum 
o “Present” vote 

 
• Local Legislative Actions (TBD – work with Lobbyist) 

 
• 2017 Legislative Agenda/Priorities 

 
• At-Large Council Position Action Plan (2Y to 4Y) 
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2016 Year-to-Date % of 2015 Year-to-Date % of
Budget 2/29/16 Budget Budget 2/28/15 Budget

Property Tax 2,031,543    16,897        0.8% 2,011,559  35,987          1.8%
Sales Tax 5,001,675    914,171      18.3% 4,665,073  800,614        17.2%
Admissions Tax 135,000       28,342        21.0% 130,000     33,460          25.7%
Utility Tax 2,025,618    397,416      19.6% 2,035,500  384,085        18.9%
Leasehold & Gambling Taxes 42,726         9,733          22.8% 39,250       9,758           24.9%
Total Taxes 9,236,562    1,366,559   14.8% 8,881,382  1,263,904     14.2%

Licenses & Permits 467,800       78,812        16.8% 362,000     109,469        30.2%

Intergovernmental 549,315       38,194        7.0% 518,946     31,077          6.0%

Charges for Goods & Services 1,098,531    159,429      14.5% 864,163     119,831        13.9%

Fines & Penalties 261,340       43,584        16.7% 213,800     24,136          11.3%

Miscellaneous Revenues 41,901         25,599        61.1% 44,374       3,695           8.3%

Interfund Transfers In 106,000       -                  0.0% 318,000     -                   0.0%

Total General Fund Revenues 11,761,449  1,712,177   14.6% 11,202,665 1,552,112     13.9%

2016 Year-to-Date % of 2015 Year-to-Date % of
Budget 2/29/16 Budget Budget 2/28/15 Budget

Admin, City Clerk & Public Records 750,225       144,515      19.3% 861,420     151,601        17.6%

City Attorney 180,000       10,564        5.9% 130,000     18,170          14.0%

Human Resources 147,600       30,098        20.4% 147,639     23,175          15.7%

Elected/Legislative 193,849       46,270          23.9% 150,100       30,209          20.1%

Finance 521,503       95,930          18.4% 513,726       75,888          14.8%

Planning & Building 1,080,972    181,013        16.7% 1,303,947    176,661        13.5%

Economic Development -                   -                    25,000         -                    0.0%

Emergency Management 24,847         2,809            11.3% 96,037         10,883          11.3%

Police 6,727,210    1,146,246     17.0% 6,319,706    1,110,374     17.6%

Jail, District Court & Dispatch 680,716       102,004        15.0% 590,054       54,708          9.3%

Municipal Court 326,348       47,236          14.5% 318,855       44,301          13.9%

Parks & Recreation 1,164,172    180,730        15.5% 1,075,930    153,787        14.3%

Interfund Transfers Out 154,956       -                    0.0% 284,669       -                    0.0%

Total General Fund Expenditures 11,952,398  1,987,414   16.6% 11,817,083 1,849,757     15.7%

City of Monroe - February 2016

General Fund Revenues

General Fund 
Expenditures
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2016 Year-to-Date % of 2015 Year-to-Date % of
Budget 2/29/16 Budget Budget 2/28/15 Budget

Street Fund 606,966       100,024        16.5% 578,571       92,913          16.1%

Tourism Fund (Lodging Tax) 66,826         9,516            14.2% 65,200         7,089            10.9%

Real Estate Excise Tax Fund 501,500       149,852        29.9% 400,000       59,147          14.8%

Water Fund 3,835,423    780,743        20.4% 3,707,790    730,518        19.7%

Sewer Fund 7,398,759    1,286,232     17.4% 7,168,535    1,253,534     17.5%

Storm Drain Fund 1,587,743    271,173        17.1% 1,614,783    260,461        16.1%

Solid Waste Fund 3,394,125    553,720        16.3% 3,343,700    556,928        16.7%

Water CIP Fund 340,000       49,715          14.6% 505,420       169,202        33.5%

Sewer CIP Fund 2,521,920    74,854          3.0% 2,000,000    203,425        10.2%

Storm Drain CIP Fund 3,283,987    84                 0.0% 917,250       23,370          2.5%

2016 Year-to-Date % of 2015 Year-to-Date % of
Budget 2/29/16 Budget Budget 2/28/15 Budget

Street Fund 683,883       126,851        18.5% 674,184       106,096        15.7%

Tourism Fund (Lodging Tax) 80,908         9,734            12.0% 80,385         5,464            6.8%

Parks CIP Fund 738,614       24,711          3.3% 651,193       32,039          4.9%

Street CIP Fund 6,618,545    234,637        3.5% 5,812,568    105,756        1.8%

Water Fund 3,936,771    539,984        13.7% 4,044,604    317,270        7.8%

Sewer Fund 7,322,656    1,000,639     13.7% 7,055,878    1,018,703     14.4%

Storm Drain Fund 1,508,889    217,574        14.4% 1,530,343    227,616        14.9%

Solid Waste Fund 3,443,533    547,510        15.9% 3,278,401    538,902        16.4%

Water CIP Fund 4,396,842    41,378          0.9% 2,425,204    61,148          2.5%

Sewer CIP Fund 3,875,655    34,605          0.9% 2,791,917    197,059        7.1%

Storm Drain CIP Fund 313,411       41,982          13.4% 1,852,931    64,802          3.5%

Information Technology I.S. Fund 529,321       71,877          13.6% 492,399       82,003          16.7%

Fleet & Equipment I.S. Fund 1,042,359    68,835          6.6% 992,041       115,230        11.6%

Facilities I.S. Fund 1,210,564    126,255        10.4% 1,220,556    138,179        11.3%

Other Funds' 
Expenditures

City of Monroe - February 2016

Other Funds' Revenues
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Edition 10 March 11, 2016  

Mayor 
Geoffrey Thomas 
gthomas@monroewa.gov  
 
Councilmembers 
Patsy Cudaback 
Kevin Hanford 
Ed Davis  
Jason Gamble  
Jim Kamp 
Jeff Rasmussen 
Kirk Scarboro 
councilmembers@monroewa.gov  
 
City Hall 
806 West Main Street 
Monroe, WA 98272 
Phone:  360.794.7400  
Open 8AM – 5PM, M-F 
 
Appointment Openings 
No Openings At This Time 
 
Job Openings 
Construction Inspector 
Seasonal Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Operator 
Maintenance Person II 
Senior Planner 
 
Events this Week 

03/12 MHS Mustache Dash 5K 
Lake Tye Park 
9-11AM 
 

Thriver 5K Fun Run 
Lake Tye Park 
12-2PM 
 

03/14 Bearcat Ball Field 
Ribbon Cutting,  
Monroe High School,  
17001 Tester Rd, 4PM  
 

03/15 CANCELLED --  
City Council 
Transportation/Planning, 
Public Works, Parks & 
Recreation, and Public 
Safety Committee 
Meeting, Permit Center, 
City Hall, 6PM 
 

City Council Meeting, 
Council Chambers, 
City Hall, 7PM 
 

From the Office of Mayor Thomas 
 
To highlight some of the things going on in our community, 
I am writing this weekly city update, “Monroe This Week. 
If you have any suggestions or questions regarding “Monroe 
This Week” or the stories below, please contact me at 
GThomas@MonroeWa.gov. 
 

Yours in Service, 

 
Mayor Geoffrey Thomas 

Be In The Know!  
 

SR – 522 Update 
 

This week, the State Senate and House took two important 
steps toward the next phase of SR-522 by: 1) amending the 
Connecting Washington transportation package to allow 
funding for design of the widening phase and the interchange 
at SR-522 and Paradise Lake Road; and 2) prioritizing SR-522 
for a corridor sketch. These two steps will not result in 
construction; but will lay the groundwork for being competitive 
in additional federal grants and in prioritizing the widening 
phase's more detailed engineering and construction. So many 
people and organizations were involved in making this 
happen, from scores of people calling and emailing their 
legislators, to the over 65 organizations who allowed their 
logos to be used to show support for improvements to SR-522, 
to our legislators in Olympia, to other elected officials at 
Snohomish County and in other cities. THANK YOU! We are 
continuing to work on funding for the widening phase; 
including working with and encouraging the State and County 
in applying for federal grant funds.  Stay tuned!  
 
Housing Hope 
 

On Thursday evening, I attended and spoke at a Housing 
Hope fundraiser for projects and services in the Sky Valley. 
Over 200 people attended this fundraiser. Housing Hope 
provides housing and services to families in need in our 
community. To date, they have developed 196 units in the Sky 
Valley; most of these units in Monroe. Housing Hope is making 
a positive, significant difference in our community. Thank you! 
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City of Monroe 
Year-to-Date Comparisons 
The following are year-to-date 
comparisons  
 
Sales Tax Revenues 
‘15 to 2/28/15:  $689,197 
‘16 to 2/29/16:  $791,353 
UP $102,156 or 14.82% 
 
Real Estate Excise Tax 
‘15 to 2/28/15:  $59,145 
‘16 to 2/29/16:  $149,811 
UP $90,666 or 153.29% 
 
Lodging Tax Revenues  
‘15 to 2/28/15:  $7,088 
‘16 to 2/29/16:  $9,511 
UP $2,423 or 34.19% 
 
Business License Fees  
‘15 to 2/28/15:  $8,400 
‘16 to 2/29/16:  $8,946 
UP $546 or 6.50% 
 
Building Permit Revenues  
‘15 to 2/28/15:  $70,485 
‘16 to 2/29/16:  $39,717 
DOWN $30,767 or -43.65% 
 
Planning Fee Revenues  
‘15 to 2/28/15:  $1,975 
‘16 to 2/29/16:  $5,975 
UP $4,000 or 202.53% 
 
New House Permits 
’15 to 2/28/15:  16 
’16 to 2/29/16:  9 
DOWN 7 units or 44% 
 
Multi-Family Permits (# units) 
’15 to 2/28/15:  13 
’16 to 2/29/16:  2 
DOWN 11 units or 85%  
 
Building Division Inspections 
‘15 to 2/28/15: 238 
‘16 to 2/29/16: 266 
UP 28 or 11.8% 
 

12 year old Saves Dad! 
 

Monroe Fire District No. 3 honored 12-year-old Taylor A. on 
Thursday, March 10, 2016, for saving his father’s life. When 
Taylor’s father collapsed, Taylor called 911 and began CPR. 
Once paramedics arrived, they were able to revive Taylor’s 
father and transport him to the hospital. Taylor was coached 
by the dispatcher to begin CPR which increased his father’s 
survival rate. Monroe Fire District No. 3 awarded Taylor with 
the Lifesaver award for his efforts. Congratulations! 
 

 
(Taylor A. pictured in black in the middle. 

Photo courtesy of Heather Chadwick) 
 
Congratulations! 
 

Congratulations are in order to three City of Monroe staff 
members, whose efforts and hard work in coordinating the 
annual United Way Campaign for the City won them the 
United Way 2015 Employee Campaign Manager of the Year 
award. Congratulations to Denise Jacobsen, Cheri Hurst, and 
Rose Howard!  
 
Safety Reminder 
 

Daylight savings starts on Sunday, March 13, 2016. 
When changing your clock an hour forward remember to 
check the batteries on your smoke alarms. Roughly three out 
of five fire deaths happen in homes with no smoke alarms or 
where alarms are not working. Working smoke alarms give 
you early warning so you can get outside quickly when there is 
a fire. Change your clock; change your smoke alarm batteries! 
 
We’re Hiring! 
 

The City of Monroe is hiring! We have an opening for a 
Construction Inspector, Maintenance Person II, Senior 
Planner, and Seasonal Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator. 
For more information and to fill out an application, visit: 
www.monroewa.gov/jobs. 
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City of Monroe 
Legislative Update (3/11/16) 
 
Requested Action: Throughout the legislative session, Green Light Strategies will provide the 
City with regular reports of legislative activity affecting the City. At the end of each update, we 
provide a list of bills we are tracking during the Legislative Session. Please note legislation no 
longer considered alive has been removed from the tracking list.  
 
CITY OF MONROE 2016 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES  
SR 522: The supplemental transportation budget passed by the Legislature allows SR-522 funds 
currently allocated in the Connecting WA account for the interchange to also be used for 
widening. The budget also provides funding to WSDOT’s corridor sketch program, and makes SR-
522 the highest priority. The corridor sketch program will work with our region to conduct 
performance based planning, develop and implement new least cost planning methods that are 
consistent with the Practical Solutions approach and emphasize multimodal integration. Corridor 
and network plans will be based on information contained in “corridor sketches.” Information 
from these plans helps identify priorities in the state’s transportation plan. While this is merely 
one small step in the process of completing SR-522, it shows the Legislature recognizes the 
importance of completing the final two phases (widening and interchange) of SR-522. 

Lake Tye Park Athletic Fields: While the project is not funded this year, our efforts have laid 
significant groundwork for the 2017-19 budget. 
 

2016 LEGISLATIVE SESSION UPDATE 
The Legislature adjourned sine die. However, legislators concluded the 60-day regular session 
without a budget deal and promptly began a special session. The Governor vetoed 27 bills in 
response to the failure of the House and Senate to agree on a supplemental spending plan 
before adjourning. Legislators could try to override the 27 vetoes or pass legislation again during 
the special session. Legislators now have 30 more days to hammer out a budget deal. 
 
STATE SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGETS  
The House and Senate continue negotiating final supplemental budget plans. While both the 
House and Senate budgets fund mental health and wildfires, they remain apart by more than 
$400 million in overall spending. The House budget relies on eliminating or limiting some tax 
exemptions and tapping the state’s emergency reserves to provide the revenues necessary to 
fund their plan. The Senate proposal maintains current tax exemptions and the state’s 
emergency reserves. 
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The Legislature passed a supplemental transportation budget providing additional funds to 
improve travel on I-405, highway and bridge maintenance, and removal of fish passage barriers. 
Most of the new money is re-appropriated funds from the previous biennium and additional 
federal funding available this year.  
 
AWC/CITY LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES/ISSUES  
Operating Budget: The House and Senate have each passed their own versions of a supplemental 
operating budget, and budget negotiations continue. There are a number of items on the table 
that would impact cities, including: 

 Elimination of 90 percent of the Municipal Research and Services Center’s funding  
 Increased costs to send cadets to the Basic Law Enforcement Training Academy and 

cancellation of currently scheduled classes 
 A proposed merger of the LEOFF 1 and TRS 1 retirement systems 

 
Open Public Meetings Act Penalties: SB 6171, increasing civil penalties for a public official who 
knowingly attends a meeting held in violation of the open public meetings act, passed the 
legislature. The legislation, requested by the Attorney General, increases penalties to $500 for 
the first violation, and $1,000 for each successive violation. 
 
Police Body Cameras: HB 2362, providing restrictions on how policy body camera recordings are 
used and disclosed, passed the legislature. The legislation prohibits disclosure of recordings if it 
includes certain content and allows jurisdictions to recover reasonable costs.  
 
Local Government Modernization: HB 2427, clarifying that local governments are able to utilize 
electronic signatures and records, passed the legislature.   
 
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program: SB 6227, implementing recommendations for 
changes to the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program, passed the legislature. The 
legislation modifies the current WWRP account structure, shifts allocation among the accounts 
and changes WWRP eligibility and application processes. 
 
Real Estate Excise Tax: HB 2971, clarifying information that local governments post to the MRSC 
website, passed the legislature. The legislation modifies locally adopted policies that impose 
specific requirements on landlords or property sellers, and provisions disqualifying a city or 
county from using REET revenues for maintenance of capital projects. 
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2016 BILL TRACKING  

Bill Title Status Sponsor Position 

SHB 1130 Water power license fees Del to Gov Fey Monitor 

E2SHB 1605 Fire protection/benefit chrg H Rules 3C Peterson Monitor 

E2SHB 1745 Voting rights H Rules 3C Moscoso Monitor 

E2SHB 1763 Music licensing agencies Del to Gov Van De Wege Monitor 

HB 2321 Fire authority formation H Rules 3C Stokesbary Monitor 

EHB 2362 Recordings/law enf., etc. Del to Gov Hansen Monitor 

ESHB 2376 Operating sup budget 2016 H Rules 3C Dunshee Monitor 

SHB 2380 Supplemental capital budget H Rules R Tharinger Monitor 

SHB 2427 Local gov. modernization Del to Gov Springer Monitor 

SHB 2519 Nuisance abatement costs Del to Gov McCaslin Monitor 

ESHB 2524 Trans sup budget 2015-2017 Del to Gov Clibborn Monitor 

HB 2565 Local sales & use tx changes Del to Gov Vick Monitor 

SHB 2583 Local creative districts H Rules 3C McBride Monitor 

ESHB 2647 Tax foreclosed prop./housing H Rules 3C Jinkins Monitor 

ESHB 2708 Fire district formation H Rules 3C Appleton Monitor 

HB 2741 State & local fiscal agents Del to Gov Kuderer Monitor 

HB 2764 Public defense fund distrib. H Rules 3C Jinkins Monitor 

HB 2918 City traffic schools Del to Gov Gregerson Monitor 

EHB 2959 Business tax & licenses Del to Gov Lytton Monitor 

EHB 2971 Real estate/local government Del to Gov McBride Monitor 

E2SSB 5109 Infrastructure/local govt Del to Gov Brown Monitor 

ESSB 5343 Transit construction/parking S Rules 3 Hasegawa Monitor 

2ESB 5624 Essential infrastructure S Rules 3 Keiser Monitor 

ESSB 5694 Nuisance abatement S Rules 3 Padden Monitor 

SSB 5767 Local govt treasuries Del to Gov Cleveland Monitor 

ESB 6100 Economic gardening pilot pr. Del to Gov Chase Monitor 

SB 6147 Water-sewer districts S Rules 3 Roach Monitor 

SB 6150 Water pollution loans/term S Rules 3 Honeyford Monitor 

SB 6171 OPMA civil penalties Del to Gov Roach Monitor 

ESSB 6201 Supplemental capital budget S Rules 3 Honeyford Monitor 

SSB 6211 Nonprofit homeownership dev. Del to Gov Dammeier Monitor 

SSB 6227 Wildlife and recreation prg. Del to Gov Honeyford Monitor 

2SSB 6239 Affordable housing options S Rules 3 Fain Monitor 

ESSB 6246 Operating sup budget 2016 S Rules 3 Hill Monitor 

SSB 6307 Trans sup budget 2015-2017 S Rules 2 King Monitor 

SSB 6337 Tax foreclosed prop./housing Del to Gov Darneille Monitor 

ESSB 6426 School siting S Rules 3 Conway Monitor 
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